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Week Ending Friday, October 16, 


United States Information Agency 
Volunteer International Council 





Remarks at a Luncheon for Members of the 
Council. October 9, 1987 





Thank you all very much. And Director 
Wick and ladies and gentlemen, good after- 
noon. And since I had just discovered that 3 
days with pears—{laughter|—I was all set 
for a joke about what should be for dessert 
and now, Charlie, you’ve already communi- 
cated. [Laughter] 

You dropped a name here of Margaret 
Thatcher, so maybe I can substitute some- 
thing that’s even better. In our economic 
summits, where we all meet around a table, 
seven trading partner nations, and so 
forth—sometime back when the summit 
was in England, which meant that Margaret 
Thatcher was presiding, one of the seven at 
the table got a little out of line, I thought, 
and attacked her that she wasn’t being 
properly democratic in conducting the 
meeting and so forth. And I’m not going to 
name which country’s representative it was. 
I don’t want to embarrass him, but he really 
sounded off. And when the meeting was 
over, I fell in step beside her, going down 
the corridor. And I said, ““Margaret, he had 
no right to talk to you like that. He was 
really out of line.” Brace yourself, fellas. She 
said, “Oh, women know when men are 
being childish.” [Laughter] 

Well, Nancy and I welcome you to the 
White House. Now that we’ve finished our 
luncheon, I'd like to make a few remarks— 
but don’t worry, I'll keep it short. I’ve been 
trying to follow a joke that I’ve known for 
years. It’s a story about ancient Rome and 
how one day, on a weekend afternoon 
when the little group of prisoners were 
huddled down in the sand in the Colosseum 
and the hungry lions were turned loose on 
them and came charging, roaring at them 
in front of the crowd, one of them stood up, 
faced the lions and said a few quiet words. 
And the lions just laid down. Well, the 
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crowd was infuriated, and Caesar sent for 
the man; said, “What did you say to them 
that made them act like that?” He said, “I 
just told them that after they ate, there’d 
be speeches.” [Laughter] 

Well, I want to thank all of you—Charlie . 
Wick, and the United States Information 
Agency—for initiating this international 
council. I want to thank each of you for 
coming here and giving members of our 
administration the opportunity to speak to 
you directly. And if I may, I'd like to devote 
my own time to a brief discussion of eco- 
nomics. 

This month, October 1987, the American 
economic expansion that began in the 
fourth quarter of 1982 enters its 59th con- 
secutive month. Fifty-nine months—that 
makes this the longest peacetime expansion 
in the postwar era. We’ve seen the creation 
of more than 13% million new jobs. Infla- 
tion and interest rates are down. Productiv- 
ity is up. Investment is up. Indeed, from the 
fourth quarter of 1982 through the end of 
1986, U.S. gross private domestic invest- 
ment rose more than 54 percent in real 
terms. New business incorporations have in- 
creased by about one-third. And all around 
us we see a riot of new technology. 

The poverty and unemployment rates are 
down. Virtually all groups of Americans 
have benefited from the expansion, but 
black Americans have made especially strik- 
ing gains, as black employment has gone up 
twice as fast as that of whites. Indeed, eco- 
nomics columnist Warren Brookes has writ- 
ten that this expansion has represented, and 
I quote: “the best 5 economic years in black 
history.” 

Well, now, in a moment I’d like to turn to 
the connection between this American ex- 
pansion and the global economy. But first, 
it’s important to understand the causes of 
America’s success. Indeed, it’s important to 
understand what have not been the causes 
of our success. 

For example, some have alleged that this 
expansion has been fueled exclusively by 
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some sort of binge of consumer spending. 
Well, that’s untrue. From the fourth quarter 
of 1982 through the end of 1986, total out- 
lays on personal consumption in the United 
States rose only about 19 percent—far less 
than the rise in investment that I just 
quoted. 

Perhaps the most widespread misconcep- 
tion holds that American growth has been 
impelled primarily by the Federal budget 
deficits. Yes, the deficits are large, and our 
administration has been working to reduce 
them. And it now appears that the Federal 
deficits are on a downward path. The defi- 
cit for the fiscal year just ended, as of Octo- 
ber Ist, will be 30-percent less than it was 
in 1986, the previous year. 

But throughout this expansion—indeed, 
throughout much of the eighties—govern- 
ment debt and deficit ratios in the United 
States have been lower than or equal to the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development average. Permit me to 
repeat that: Government debt and deficit 
ratios have been, and remain, lower than 
the OECD average. 

No, the underlying reason for our expan- 
sion, the true reason, is simply this: The 
United States has become a better place to 
do business. Our administration cut regula- 
tions, supported a sound monetary policy, 
held back the growth of government spend- 
ing, and, perhaps most important of all, cut 
tax rates. And as we did so, the return on 
investment went up. And overall, the 
American marketplace became freer, more 
energetic, more open to innovation and to 
the future itself. 

Now, for me personally, I suppose the 
most gratifying aspect of all of this is the 
effect on our young people. In the words of 
author George Gilder: “Opportunities 
summon initiatives.” He said: “Initatives de- 
velop character and a sense of responsibil- 
ity, a feeling of optimism. The future looks 
more open and promising to young people 
than it did before, for the simple reason 
that it is more open and promising.” 

Well, moving from the United States to 
the global economy, we understand that 
every aspect of the American experience 
cannot be directly transferred to other na- 
tions and regions. Other geographies, other 
cultures, other patterns of thought—all 
these must be respected. Indeed, all these 
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contribute to a diversity in the world that 
we Americans believe should be cherished, 
not undermined. 

Yet we believe that certain fundamental 
elements of our experience are valid for the 
rest of the world—the elements of democ- 
racy and economic freedom. Indeed, I be- 
lieve that the world of the future can be 
just that—a world of liberty, a world in 
which human rights are respected in the 
political and economic spheres alike. And I 
would submit that during these past 6% 
years of our administration, this world of 
the future has already begun to take shape. 

Economic growth along the Pacific rim 
has been little short of incredible. There’s 
been a victory for democracy in the Philip- 
pines. And more recently, a second victory 
for democracy in South Korea, where a 
free-market economy is already established 
and flourishing. 

In Latin America, nation after nation has 
turned to democracy, nine nations in all 
becoming democracies since 1979. In the 
words of President Sarney of Brazil: “Latin 
America’s extraordinary effort to create a 
democratic order is the most stunning and 
moving political fact of recent years.” 

Low-tax, high-growth policies have 
spread throughout the Third World, with 
countries from Botswana to Egypt to Thai- 
land cutting their tax rates. Even China is 
experimenting with the granting of wider 
economic freedoms. 

Here in North America, recent develop- 
ments hold particular hope for the future. 
This week the Institutional Revolutionary 
Party in Mexico chose Carlos Salinas, a 
forward-looking economist, as its next can- 
didate for President. And the United States 
and Canada took the first important steps 
toward an historic free trade agreement, an 
agreement that could make our two nations 
the largest free trade area in the world as 
an example for all the globe. 

As I said, the global economy of increas- 
ing freedom and economic growth is al- 
ready coming, it’s already being built. The 
Communist nations know this as well as we 
do. They know, therefore, that they face a 
choice: They must either join the new 
world system or they will become obsolete. 
It’s a decision they must make for them- 
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selves. For our part, we can only wait and 
hope. 

In the meantime, we can keep on build- 
ing—building, here in the United States 
upon our historic, 59-month expansion; 
building, in each of your countries, upon 
much that you’ve already accomplished. 
And we can remain faithful to this truth: 
Freedom—freedom, both political and eco- 
nomic, represents the fundamental condi- 
tion for genuine peace and economic 
growth. Where there is oppression, there is 
stagnation—economic stagnation—and the 
underlying stagnation of the human heart 
and mind. But where there’s freedom, 
there is vitality. 

I know I’ve come to the end of the re- 
marks that I wanted to give to you here, 
but you are epitomizing something that has 
long been a creed of mine. And that is that 
we're only in trouble when we're talking 
about each other, instead of talking to each 
other. And that has come together in this 
room. It doesn’t happen too many places in 
the world, or too often. But all of those of 
you, Charlie, and all of you who've had a 
part in this, I think, can be very proud of 
this great accomplishment. 

I just want to add two more things. When 
I spoke about us lifting regulations and so 
forth to help the economy and all—I’ve 
always believed that there’s nothing gov- 
ernment can do as well, other than a cer- 
tain few things like national security, as the 
private sector can do if government gets 
out of its way and sets it free to do it. 

I remember one of my first experiences 
with government was as an adjutant for an 
Army Air Corps base in World War II. 
There was a warehouse filled with files, and 
the files containing documents and records 
and so forth—but which upon going at 
them you recognized that they were of no 
historical value. And they were totally use- 
less, their time had passed them by. So, we 
started a message in the usual military style 
of sending a message, endorsing it up to the 
next in command, asking permission to de- 
stroy those papers so we could make use of 
the files for current documents. And then 
the next echelon—they endorsed it up and 
up and up, and finally to the top command. 
And then back down through the channel it 
came, and the answer was yes. We could 


destroy those papers providing we made 
copies of each and every one. [Laughter] 

The other one is when I was mentioning 
taxes. I’m getting assailed right now. I 
should make this speech to the Congress— 
[laughter|—about some who just seem to be 
dying, they think that our deficit and every- 
thing is caused by our tax cuts. Just be- 
tween you and me—and I wish they’d find 
it out—ever since we started cutting the 
taxes in our administration, the tax reve- 
nues for the government have gone steadily 
up. Once you gave people an incentive to 
earn more money by saying that you 
weren’t going to take half or more of it 
away from them, they went out and earned 
more money. 

And, so, we’re going to try to make them 
understand that, and that would be a help 
in cutting our deficit, too. So, I would wel- 
come another tax cut any time. 

Thank you all very much. God bless all of 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, he referred to a comment 
made by Charles Z. Wick, Director of the 
United States Information Agency and 
Chairman of the Volunteer International 
Council. 

The Council was formed to examine over- 
seas perceptions of U.S. leadership in world 
affairs and ways the United States can im- 
prove its image abroad. 

The remarks were not received by the 
Office of the Federal Register in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Drug Testing 





Memorandum From the President. 
October 9, 1987 





Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies 


Subject: Drug Testing Plan 


As you know, ending illegal drug use is 
one of the most important goals we must 
work together to achieve. For that reason, I 
signed an Executive Order on September 
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15, 1986, directing each Executive branch 
department and agency to develop a plan 
that provides for drug education, counseling 
and rehabilitation, as well as a testing pro- 
gram to identify drug use by Federal work- 
ers in sensitive positions. 

I was impressed by the strong determina- 
tion shown at the National Drug Policy 
Board meeting in July to implement the 
Executive Order. I know that all of the de- 
partmental plans are scheduled to be sub- 
mitted to the Interagency Working Group 
by October 15, 1987. 

I have asked Secretary Bowen to provide 
me with a status report on our progress. 
Because we cannot go forward until all 
plans are in place, your personal attention 
to your department’s plan as a priority 
matter will be helpful in ensuring that our 
program is successful. 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: The memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo- 
ber 10. 


Supreme Court of the United States 





Radio Address to the Nation on the 
Nomination of Robert H. Bork To Be an 
Associate Justice. October 10, 1987 





My fellow Americans: 

Yesterday afternoon I had a meeting in 
the White House I won’t easily forget. The 
man who came to see me was Robert Bork, 
whom I nominated for a position on the 
highest court in the land, the Supreme 
Court. 

Judge Bork was there to tell me—after 
several days of soul searching—about a deci- 
sion he’d made on whether to continue 
seeking appointment to the Supreme Court. 
You see, ever since I announced him as my 
choice, Judge Bork’s record has been sub- 
jected to distortions and misrepresentations. 
Indeed, one distinguished Washington com- 
mentator has put it very bluntly. He said 
that if Judge Bork’s nomination was defeat- 
ed, it would be “not on the merits of the 
case, nor on the debate in the Senate.” 
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Former Chief Justice Warren Burger, too, 
called the tactics used against Judge Bork 
disinformation—but the real test is to the 
principles that were established by the 
Founding Fathers when they created the 
Constitution. The Washington Post colum- 
nist David Broder recently wrote: “To sub- 
ject judges and judicial appointees to propa- 
ganda torture tests does terrible damage to 
the underlying values of this democracy 
and the safeguards of our freedoms.” 

But despite these courageous words from 
a few individuals, many here in Washington 
closed their eyes to the wrong being done 
to the judicial process. And so, as the oppo- 
sition grew to Judge Bork, some voices 
were raised to withdraw his name from 
nomination. 

This I refused to do. I knew that any 
decision made by Judge Bork would be 
made on solid grounds of principle in con- 
trast to those who would politicize our 
courts; jeopardize the independence of the 
judiciary; and hold our courts and Constitu- 
tion hostage. 

But while I refused to withdraw his 
name, I understood why Judge Bork himself 
might choose to do so. The judge was a 
distinguished scholar at the Yale University 
Law School, had served as the Nation’s top 
lawyer in the post of Solicitor General, and 
his tenure on the Court of Appeals here in 
Washington has been marked by excellence. 

So, too, I felt that in many ways he had 
already won an important victory. During 
his confirmation hearings, Judge Bork had 
given us all a national lesson in our legal 
tradition and the importance of judicial re- 
straint—the belief of our Founding Fathers 
that it was the role of the judge to interpret 
the law, not to preempt the rights of the 
people and their legislatures by making the 
law. 

So, I could understand then why Judge 
Bork might choose to withdraw and simply 
return to the Court of Appeals. I wish you 
could have been there as Judge Bork ex- 
plained his decision—as he looked me in 
the eye and said we must do not what was 
right or easy for himself, but what was right 
for the country. 

The best I can do to recreate for you the 
eloquence and character of this man is to 
quote from the statement he made shortly 
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after our meeting. Judge Bork said this: 
“Were the fate of Robert Bork the only 
matter at stake, I would ask the President 
to withdraw my nomination. The most seri- 
ous and lasting injury in all of this, however, 
is not to me. Rather, it is to the dignity and 
integrity of law and public service in this 
country.” 

Judge Bork said a critical principle was at 
stake. He explained it this way, and again I 
quote: “Federal judges are not appointed to 
decide cases according to the latest opinion 
polls. They are appointed to decide cases 
impartially, according to law. But when ju- 
dicial nominees are assessed and treated 
like political candidates the effect will be to 
chill the climate in which judicial delibera- 
tions take place, to erode public confidence 
in the impartiality of our judges, and to 
endanger the independence of the judici- 


ary. 

My fellow Americans, Andrew Jackson 
said once that “one man with courage 
makes a majority.” Obviously, Bob Bork has 
that courage, now let’s you and I give him 
our support. 

I agree with Judge Bork that there are no 
illusions. Our judges should be faithful to 
the written Constitution, the bedrock of our 
liberties. Those selected for the Supreme 
Court must be aware of all points of view 
and their decisions based on government by 
the people. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from Camp David, MD. 


United States Air Strike in the Persian 
Gulf 





Letter to the President Pro Tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House. 
October 10, 1987 





Dear Mr. President: (Mr. Speaker:) 


For nearly forty years, the United States 
has maintained a limited naval presence in 
the Persian Gulf to provide for the safety of 
U.S.-flag merchant vessels engaging in 
peaceful activities in international waters 


and for other reasons essential to the na- 
tional security. This has been done pursuant 
to the President’s authority as Commander- 
in-Chief. Our presence in the Persian Gulf 
has been fully within our rights under inter- 
national law. Our forces have respected all 
relevant international rules of conduct, and 
provided no basis in law for hostile action 
against them. 

At approximately 2:50 p.m. (EDT) on Oc- 
tober 8, 1987, three helicopters of the U.S. 
Middle East Joint Task Force, while on rou- 
tine nighttime patrol over international 
waters of the Persian Gulf, were fired upon 
without warning by three (possibly four) 
small Iranian naval vessels. This unpro- 
voked attack posed an immediate and 
direct threat to the safety of the helicopters 
and their crewmen. Accordingly, acting in 
self-defense and pursuant to standing 
Peacetime Rules of Engagement for the 
region, the helicopters returned fire with 
rockets and machine guns. Three Iranian 
vessels were hit, and one of them subse- 
quently sank. No U.S. personnel were in- 
jured in this brief exchange of fire. 

U.S. patrol boats were dispatched to the 
scene and recovered six Iranian crewmen 
from the water. Although all available med- 
ical care was provided, two of the crewmen 
subsequently died. The four surviving crew- 
men currently are aboard the USS RA- 
LEIGH. Two of them are seriously injured, 
and all are receiving complete medical 
evaluation and treatment. When the survi- 
vors are capable of being moved, efforts 
will be made to repatriate them through a 
third country with the assistance of an ap- 
propriate humanitarian organization. 

At approximately 3:30 p.m. (EDT), an- 
other helicopter belonging to the USS. 
Middle East Joint Task Force was perform- 
ing surveillance operations over internation- 
al waters of the Persian Gulf in the vicinity 
of an oil platform under Iranian control. 
Although the helicopter observed fire from 
an unidentified source, it is not clear that 
the fire was directed at the U.S. aircraft and 
U.S. forces did not return fire. 

U.S. forces, which sustained no damage or 
casualties, have returned to their prior state 
of alert readiness in carrying out the stand- 
ing Peacetime Rules of Engagement for the 
Persian Gulf region. Although they will 
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remain prepared to take any additional de- 
fensive action necessary to protect U.S. 
forces and U.S. lives, there has been no fur- 
ther hostile action by Iranian forces and we 
regard this incident as closed. 

The limited defensive action described 
above was taken in accordance with our 
right of self-defense under Article 51 of the 
United Nations Charter, and pursuant to 
my constitutional authority with respect to 
the conduct of foreign relations and as 
Commander-in-Chief. 

Since March 1987, I and members of my 
Administration have provided to Congress 
letters, reports, briefings, and testimony in 
connection with developments in the Per- 
sian Gulf and activities of U.S. Armed 
Forces in that region. In accordance with 
my desire that Congress continue to be 
fully informed in this matter, I am provid- 
ing this report consistent with the War 
Powers Resolution. While mindful of the 
historical differences betweer. the Legisla- 
tive and Executive branches of govern- 
ment, and the positions taken by me and all 
my predecessors in office, with respect to 
the constitutionality of certain provisions of 
the Resolution, I look forward to cooperat- 
ing with Congress in pursuit of our mutual, 
overriding aim of peace and stability in the 
Persian Gulf region. In this connection, I 
regard the continued presence of US. 
Armed Forces to be essential to achieve- 
ment of that aim. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to John C. Stennis, President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate, and Jim Wright, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Death of Alfred M. Landon 





Statement by the President. 
October 12, 1987 





Alf Landon exemplified the very best in 
public service. He deeply loved his country, 
and he was motivated by a genuine desire 
to help his fellow man. 
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As Governor of his beloved Kansas, he 
brought a commonsense wisdom to the 
statehouse and earned the respect and af- 
fection of political friends and foes. As the 
Republican nominee for President, he 
spoke passionately and articulately on 
behalf of the principles on which our nation 
was founded. 

Governor Landon was a true elder states- 
man, whose expectations and views were 
sought and valued by many of us in public 
life. Until his last days he took a great inter- 
est in world affairs and was never too busy 
to share his thoughts. It was a special com- 
fort to me to know he was just a phone call 
away. 

Nancy and I have very warm memories 
of our friend Alf Landon and recall with 
special fondness our visit to his home last 
month. Though Alf is no longer with us, his 
work continues through his daughter, Sena- 
tor Nancy Kassebaum. To the entire 
Landon family we extend our deepest sym- 
pathy and prayers. 


Somerset, New Jersey 





Remarks at a Forum of State Government 
and Business Leaders. October 13, 1987 





Thank you very much. You know, Gover- 
nor, I have to tell you that, with regard to 
your favorite President, I learned a little 
anecdote about him when I moved into the 
White House. You know, the Oval Office is 
not a part of the actual White House or the 
beginning; there is now a thing called the 
West Wing that is connected to the White 
House and has all the offices and places for 
the staff of the President and so forth. But 
once upon a time, and back in Roosevelt’s 
time—Teddy Roosevelt—the White House 
was it. That’s where the Cabinet met, that’s 
where the offices were, as well as the dwell- 
ing. Until one day Mrs. Roosevelt said to 
her husband, “If I’m going to raise six kids 
in this house, you’re going to get your 
people out of here.” [Laughter] And it was 
a fine change—{/aughter|—that he brought 
about. 
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I don’t suppose I should tell this a little 
out of school—you know our armed services 
is now—in view of our last speaker here, I 
would like to point out you do not just say 
gentlemen to them; you say men and 
women—because they’re there. And this 
summer on a day that was in excess of 100 
degrees and about 10f-percent moisture in 
the air, there was a great military ceremony 
for a certain occasion down there. And the 
military—the marines in this case—were all 
in full dress uniform, parading. Seven col- 
lapsed from the heat—all male. [Laughter] 

Well, it’s a pleasure to be in the district of 
Congressman Jim Courter and in the State 
of Governor Tom Kean. From the first, 
Tom Kean has been, as you all know, a 
progrowth Governor. And, Tom, looking 
around here today, I get the feeling you 
must be doing something right. I’m espe- 
cially happy to be here, because I know the 
roots of this company go back to the 1860's, 
and I’m always glad to be addressing some- 
thing that’s older than I am. [Laughter] 

But now after listening to all of you, I 
appreciate it, but I’d like to respond with a 
few words of my own. And if I may, I'd like 
to speak as well to the audience that is here 
today. Don’t worry, Ill keep it short. The 
last thing in the world I want to do is to 
hold up a whole workday at companies as 
remarkable as this one and those that you 
panelists represent. 

And by the way, Jim Burke, you’re chair- 
man of Johnson and Johnson, and Daria 
Finn, you’re president of Finishing Touch- 
es—with the two of you here today, who’s 
minding the store? [Laughter] 

But you know, back before I got my 
present job, I worked on a television pro- 
gram called GE Theater, General Electric 
Theater, and I would spend between 12 
and 16 weeks every year traveling the 
country, visiting the workers in GE plants. 
And I have to confess that when I took that 
job I had a view of business that was fash- 
ionable in some circles in those days—an 
unflattering view. But when I visited the 
plants and met the employees face-to-face, I 
learned something. I learned that I was 
seeing then, as I’ve seen here today, the 
real source of this nation’s economic growth 
and productivity—not government or bu- 
reaucracy. America’s workers and entrepre- 
neurs were making it happen back then, 


and people like you are making it happen 
today. 

And is it happening? Well, in October the 
American economic expansion is in its 59th 
straight month. Fifty-nine months—that will 
make this the longest peacetime economic 
expansion on record. Inflation and interest 
rates are down. Productivity is up. Ameri- 
ca’s manufacturing productivity is shooting 
ahead at the fastest rate in 20 years. Invest- 
ment in capital equipment like that made 
by Somerset Technologies is up more than 
50 percent. Net business formations have 
increased by about 20 percent. All around 
us we see a proliferation of new technology. 

But most heartening of all is what this 
means in human terms. The poverty and 
unemployment rates, as you’ve been told, 
are down. Coupled with our tax cuts, this 
solid economic growth means rising take- 
home pay, as has been mentioned here 
today, for America’s families. And during 
these 59 months we’ve seen the creation of 
nearly 14 million new jobs. That’s an aver- 
age of about 240,000 jobs a month, includ- 
ing some 500,000 new jobs right here in 
New Jersey. 

Indeed, the Europeans talk of what they 
call the American miracle. Well, if anybody 
wants to see miracles, they should be here 
today. You of Somerset Technologies have 
worked together as a team to increase your 
sales by more than $10 million since 1948 
[1984]', and while too many people see 
nothing but trade barriers when they look 
at Japan, you see opportunities. I under- 
stand that over the next year or so your 
Japanese affiliate is expected to do some 
$12 million worth of business—and that’s 
selling American goods to the Japanese, not 
the other way around. 

Throughout New Jersey as throughout 
the Nation, we’re seeing what can truly be 
called an economic renaissance. Well, the 
reason is simple, if you ask why, really. 
America has become a better place to work, 
invest, and do business. Our administration 
cut regulations, supported a sound mone- 
tary policy, held back the growth of govern- 
ment spending, and—perhaps most impor- 
tant of all, and it’s been mentioned here 
today—cut taxes. As we did so, the value of 
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your paycheck went up, the return on in- 
vestment went up, and the American mar- 
ketplace became freer, more energetic, 
more open to innovation and to the future 
itself. 

But it’s my duty to tell you that this mira- 
cle—all you’ve worked sc hard to accom- 
plish, all that America itself has worked so 
hard to accomplish—all of this is now in 
danger. You see, some down in Washington 
seem determined to destroy our economic 
expansion and send us right back intc the 
malaise and stagflation of the 1970’s. I'll be 
saying more about this later today, but for 
now, let me tell you about a serious threat 
that is facing our country. 

It is the constant threat of protectionist, 
antitrade legislation. We are working with 
Congress now to fix the proposed trade bill 
so that it won’t be antijobs, antigrowth, and 
anticonsumer; so that it won’t be a bill that 
closes us off from foreign markets; and so 
that it won’t be a bill that would hinder 
your affiliate in Japan. I will not sign any 
bill that will hurt the American worker. 

With your support, I will insist that Con- 
gress go the positive route, opening mar- 
kets, not shutting them down. But your sup- 
port, and the support of all working Ameri- 
cans, will be crucial. So, to the panelists and 
those in the audience: I hope I can count 
on all of you. 

We’ve also got to keep Federal spending 
down and stop those who would raise your 
taxes to pay for Federal extravagance. Con- 
gress has to hold to the spending limits 
under the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings bill. It’s 
important to put permanent reforms in 
place, reforms that will ensure economic 
growth even after our administration leaves 
office. With the line-item veto and the bal- 
anced budget amendment, we can give the 
American people an Economic Bill of 
Rights so that congressional taxing and 
spending can never again endanger our 
livelihoods. 

So, together, let’s make sure that econom- 
ic miracles never cease. Let’s ensure the 
Nation’s right to a free economy, an econo- 
my of growth and opportunity for you, your 
children, and your children’s children. 

You know, I can’t stop without telling you 
about a little habit I’ve picked up now. I’ve 
got a new hobby. I have been collecting 
stories that can be told—or are being told 


1162 


by the people in that other great power 
that depends totally on government and has 
nothing to do with free enterprise, the 
Soviet Union. 

It seems there that there is a 10-year 
waiting period for buying an automobile. 
You have to go through departments and 
sign up papers and so forth and then you 
have to put up your money. And then they 
tell you to come back in 10 years and get 
your car. And this one young fellow had 
finally reached the point he could do that 
and finally did it. And the man said to him, 
taking the money, “All right, come back in 
10 years and get your automobile.” And he 
said, “Morning or afternoon?” [Laughter] 
And the fellow said, “Well, we’re talking 10 
years from now. What difference does it 
make?” “Well,” he said, “the plumber’s 
coming in the morning.” [Laughter] 

But that’s enough from me. And I tell you 
honestly, that is a story being told by the 
Soviets among themselves. So, it shows 
they’ve got a sense of humor, but they’ve 
also got a pretty good idea of what their 
system is all about. 

But I do thank all of you. God bless all of 
you. And it’s been a real treat to be here 
with you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:26 p.m. in 


the main building at Somerset Technol- 
ogies. 


Somerset, New Jersey 





Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by the State 
Chamber of Commerce. October 13, 1987 





Thank you very much, Governor Kean 
and Chairman Bob Van Fossan, President 
Fred Westphal. And, Tom, no, I wasn’t at 
the Little Big Horn—{laughter|—but I was 
in the horse cavalry. [Laughter] 

Well, it’s good to be in New Jersey and 
Somerset, and this is especially an appropri- 
ate time to come here. Two hundred years 
ago this past summer, when the framers of 
our Constitution met in Philadelphia, it was 
William Paterson and his colleagues from 
New Jersey who fought for the principle of 
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equal representation for each State in the 
new National Legislature. Their New Jersey 
Plan set the stage for the Great Compro- 
mise that is at the heart of our constitution- 
al system. Without them, the United States 
Senate would be entirely different than it is 
today. So, you’re the ones responsible. 

In the months before the Constitutional 
Convention, James Madison described New 
Jersey as like a cask tapped at both ends 
because of tariffs in both New York and 
Pennsylvania. Well, things sure have 
changed. Today New Jersey is a power- 
house of technological innovation and en- 
trepreneurial energy, as you’ve been told 
already here today. Yes, you are a generator 
of the economic dynamism that has swept 
America these last 64% years. You’ve been 
in the forefront of the economic expansion 
that has led leaders of the other major in- 
dustrial powers to shake their heads in 
wonder when they have spoken to me 
about what they call the American miracle. 

I’m going to say a few words about the 
national expansion, but I know everyone 
here would agree that New Jersey has had a 
special place in that expansion—and let me 
say here that thanks to the leadership of 
people of courage, of vision, of determina- 
tion, people like Speaker Chuck Hardwick 
and Governor Tom Kean. 

This is shaping up to be a year of celebra- 
tions. The bicentennial of the Constitu- 
tion—maybe even the end of the football 
strike. [Laughter] And in fewer than 30 
days, America will have another celebra- 
tion. Our economic expansion will go on 
the recordbooks as America’s all-time, 
peacetime champion—59 months of peace 
and economic growth. This land of opportu- 
nity has never recorded a run like that 
before. And talk about world-class perform- 
ances—to tell from the leading indicators, 
the champ’s not even breathing hard. 

I’ve always been partial to underdogs, 
myself. And this expansion sure started out 
as one. Remember what so many of the 
experts who were allied with our critics said 
about our policies? Our tax cuts would set 
off inflation. Interest rates would soar. Oil 
prices would again shoot through the roof. 
In the crash that was certain to come, the 
poor would be hurt most, and the middle 
class would vanish. All of those were things 
that were spoken over and over again. 


Well, these days when those same critics 
talk about the last 6% years, they remind 
me of a joke among dissidents in the Soviet 
Union. This one begins with a question: 
What is a Soviet historian? And the answer: 
someone who can accurately predict the 
past. [Laughter] 

Today I’ve seen firsthand what the expan- 
sion has meant here in New Jersey. This 
morning I was a guest at Somerset Technol- 
ogies. I heard the story of businesses that 
were taking a beating when we entered 
office. Years of inflation, stagnation, rising 
tax and interest rates, and the drying up of 
investment capital, as your Governor has 
told you, it had all left the units that now 
make up this company that I visited on the 
ropes and out of wind. And then came the 
steadily dropping inflation and _ interest 
rates and the cut in tax rates. Today the 
company is stronger than ever. It’s expand- 
ing production, developing new products, 
and finding new markets not just in the 
United States but all around the world. 

Over these 5 years, the Somerset story 
has been repeated in hundreds of thousands 
of companies and communities all over 
America, and you know the results. After 
years of riding a plunging roller coaster, the 
American family has seen its income go on 
the rise again. Middle-income Americans, 
whose real income stagnated in the seven- - 
ties, can once again look to the future with 
hope and confidence. Americans are dream- 
ing great dreams again. And entrepre- 
neurs—young and old, male and female, 
black and white—have been popping up 
like daisies all over the landscape to chase 
those dreams, and with them have come 
new companies, new technologies, and new 
opportunities for everyone. Yes, a new 
spirit of adventure, a new excitement, is in 
the American air. 

And with that in mind, I thought I’d have 
a little adventure of my own here and make 
a prediction. In December 1982, just as our 
tax cuts were about to take full effect, our 
country saw the biggest jump in new busi- 
ness incorporations on file. When our 
second round of tax cuts take full effect 
next year, I predict that we'll see the start 
of a new surge of economic growth. 

Now, you may’ve heard talk about our 
expansion being uneven: leaving out some 
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sectors, particularly manufacturing, and 
some groups, for example, poor blacks. The 
facts are just the opposite. 

American manufacturing has remained 
just under a quarter of gross national prod- 
uct throughout the expansion. For a year 
now, our manufacturing output has been 
rising steadily, and this growth is export-led. 
As the dollar has dropped on the world 
markets, America’s total manufacturing 
output has come roaring back, more effi- 
cient than ever and reflecting a new pas- 
sion for quality. 

Take just one area: Remember how 
American companies couldn’t compete in 
steel anymore? Well, just 2 weeks ago, Busi- 
ness Week reported that the steel industry 
is coming back strong and that US. steel- 
makers are now among the world’s most 
productive. The headline said it all: “Cancel 
the Funeral,” it read, “Steel is on the 
Mend.” 

Well, changes in currency values have ob- 
scured our new vitality. But look beyond 
those changes to what’s really happening, 
and you'll see that, once again, many of the 
world’s most competitive products wear 
with pride the label that reads “Made in 
the U.S.A.” 

Now, let me touch on that other charge: 
that the recovery has passed blacks and the 
poor by. This one kind of touches my tem- 
perature control, because it’s so off the wall. 
In the last 5 years, black employment has 
shot forward twice as fast as white employ- 
ment. Since 1982 the real income of black 
families—the real income—has grown 
almost 40 percent faster than white income. 
And the share of black families in the high- 
est brackets is up by over 70 percent. This 
August the percentage of blacks employed 
was the highest on record, as was the per- 
centage of whites. One authority on eco- 
nomic terms has written of this record: “On 
every front—jobs, income, even household 
wealth—this 1981 through 1986 has been 
the best 5 years in black history.” Granted 
they’ve had further to go, but now they’re 
making up for it. 

And blacks are by no means the only 
group. Hispanics, for example, have found 2 
million jobs. Overall, we’ve reversed the 
rise in the poverty rate that began under 
my predecessor. As opportunity has risen, 
poverty has fallen. We still have a distance 
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to go, but we’re on the right track. Of this 
there can be no doubt: The way to lick 
poverty in America is with a hand up, not a 
handout. 

While I’m talking about poverty, let me 
say how pleased I am with the cooperation 
between our folks in Washington and yours 
in Trenton to implement the Governor’s 
welfare reform initiative. On October Ist 
we granted the waivers, and now you are 
going forward. The New Jersey reforms 
could prove among the most far-reaching 
and significant ever in helping those on 
welfare get off and become productive citi- 
zens. And that’s what your Governor has 
done. I’ve proposed legislation to allow 
States even more room to experiment, and 
I hope Congress will pass it. In the mean- 
time, let me say to Governor Kean: We 
stand behind the imaginative and innova- 
tive REACH program. 

As I was saying, our record expansion has 
been for all Americans. Since it began 
we've created more than 13% million new 
jobs—a half million, as he told you, right 
here in New Jersey. This is more jobs than 
Europe and Japan together have created in 
the last 10 years. In September unemploy- 
ment fell to the lowest level in this decade, 
and a greater proportion of Americans have 
been at work this year than ever before in 
the history of the United States. 

I think a great many people don’t under- 
stand how some of these figures—or what 
they’re based on. The potential employ- 
ment pool in America is everyone, male 
and female, from age 16 up. It includes all 
the retired people. It includes, as I say, kids 
in school and so forth. But that is supposed 
to be the potential pool against which we 
match our employment record. Well, more 
than 62 percent of that age group is 
presently employed. That has never before 
happened in our country. 

But this isn’t the time to sit back. I re- 
member as a young man the good years of 
the twenties and then the crash of ’29 and 
the Depression. It could happen again. If 
Congress passes protectionist legislation, if 
Congress doesn’t put a brake—a_ real 
brake—on its runaway spending and raises 
taxes, this extraordinary expansion could be 
brought to a tragic collapse. 
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With more than 10 million American 
jobs—many of them here in New Jersey— 
tied to imports, exports, or both, protection- 
ism is economic suicide. It’s just this simple: 
Since George Washington was first sworn in 
to the present, in periods when our interna- 
tional trade has grown, the number of jobs 
have grown; when international trade has 
dropped, the number of jobs has dropped. 

This region has seen firsthand the costs of 
protection. In January a certain State across 
the Hudson put an end to some domestic 
trade barriers. They let in milk from New 
Jersey—{laughter}—and the average price 
of a gallon of milk on the Lower East Side 
of New York City dropped by 40 cents. 
That was just one product traded not be- 
tween two nations but two States. Put that 
on a world scale, and you see how much 
protectionism costs America’s families. It’s 
just this simple: America needs more trade, 
not less. 

The framework for a free trade agree- 
ment concluded just recently with Canada 
points the way to the future—and the 
world’s future. By the year 2000, the bar- 
riers to trade between the globe’s two larg- 
est trading partners will, for the most part, 
vanish. If past is prolog, we know what the 
results will be. Almost 200 years ago, trade 
barriers vanished in the U.S. part of this 
continent after the new Constitution took 
effect. Almost immediately, a stagnant na- 
tional economy began to boom. The USS.- 
Canada free trade agreement is a new eco- 
nomic constitution for North America. It 
will, I believe, inaugurate a similar conti- 
nent-wide economic expansion. 

This is our policy not only to Canada but 
to the world. We’re ready to go as far as our 
trading partners are on one condition: We 
want trade that is free and trade that is fair. 

But all the trade in the world won’t help 
us if we don’t first get our own house in 
order. Congress is trying to force me to 
pick between more taxes or less defense. 
Well, it ain’t going to work. I have a duty to 
the Constitution to protect our nation from 
foreign adversaries. I have a duty to Ameri- 
ca’s families to protect this expansion. 

Our opponents say they’re against defi- 
cits, but they want to end the deficit by 
raising your taxes. I want to end it by cut- 
ting their spending. 


That’s not going to be easy. Few Ameri- 
cans realize it, but a little more than a 
decade ago our government had a major 
shift in the checks and balances of budget- 
making power. The President’s relative role 
was diminished, and the Congress’ en- 
hanced. And before that, Federal debt with 
inflation taken out had been steady or de- 
clining for a quarter of a century. Since 
then it’s been in a climb. 

And this is why I’ve said it’s time for the 
President to have the same tool that Torn 
Kean has had to help bring taxes down and 
growth up—a line-item veto. And it’s why 
I’ve said we need for the United States the 
same requirement to balance the budget 
that the people of New Jersey have put on 
their State government. 

Now, an amendment enters the Constitu- 
tion when three-fourths of the States ap- 
prove it. But first someone has to draft 
common language to consider. Under the 
Constitution, Congress can do that, or the 
States themselves can convene a meeting. It 
takes 34 States to do that. Thirty-two have 
already asked for one to draw up a bal- 
anced budget amendment. Now, of course, 
I'd prefer Congress to do the drafting. It 
would be quicker; it would be easier. But 
one way or another we owe it to our chil- 
dren to see that before the decade is out 
the Constitution of the United States of 
America includes a balanced budget 
amendment. 

The first man to ask for that was Thomas 
Jefferson, who at the time of ratification of 
the Constitution said it has one glaring 
omission: it does not have a clause prohibit- 
ing the Federal Government from borrow- 
ing. 

Well, over the last several years, we’ve 
traveled a long way together. It hasn’t 
always been an easy journey; there have 
been some troublespots, but together we’ve 
moved ahead. The economic gains that 
have been made are a sign of our determi- 
nation to stay with a consistent plan of 
progress. But, as I said in July, as we un- 
veiled the Economic Bill of Rights, America 
is at a crossroads. The choices are between 
those who would return to the days of “gov- 
ernment knows best” or continue on our 
path of sustained economic growth and op- 
portunity. These decisions will be made 
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over the next few weeks and months. The 
results will chart the course this nation will 
follow into the 21st century. 

There’s another crossroads in this coun- 
try, and that is the debate underway in the 
United States Senate on the confirmation of 
judges to our nation’s highest courts. Wash- 
ington Post columnist David Broder recent- 
ly wrote of all this, and I'll quote: “I have 
seen enough politics in my time to have lost 
my squeamishness. But watching these tac- 
tics applied to judges is scary.” He con- 
cludes, “It should send shivers down the 
spine of anyone who understands the role 
of the judiciary in this society.” Well, I 
agree, and so does Judge Bork. When I 
nominated Judge Robert Bork to the United 
States Supreme Court last July, I thought 
the confirmation process would go forward 
in a statesmanlike manner with a calm and 
sensible exchange of views. That hasn’t 
been the case. These hearings have been 
marred by distortions and innuendos. 

Judge Bork and I agree that there are no 
illusions about the outcome of the vote in 
the Senate, but we also agree a crucial prin- 
ciple is at stake. The principle is the process 
that is used to determine the fitness of 
those men and women selected to serve on 
our courts. And the ultimate decision will 
impact on each of us and each of our chil- 
dren if we don’t undo what has already 
been done and see that that kind of per- 
formance is never repeated. 

Well, I’ve come to the end of my time 
here. The last people I spoke to here in 
your State a little while ago—I couldn’t 
help but concluding with revealing that I 
have a new hobby. And it is collecting sto- 
ries that I can prove and establish are told 
by the citizens of the Soviet Union among 
themselves which reveal their great sense 
of humor, but also their cynicism about 
some elements of that system. 

I told one there, and I'll tell another one 
here. The thing is the question is asked in 
school: How do you tell a Communist? Well, 
it’s someone who reads Marx and Lenin. 
And how do you tell an anti-Communist? 
Someone who understands Marx and Lenin. 
[Laughter] 

Thank you all. God biess you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. at 
the Somerset Hilton Hotel. In his opening 


1166 


remarks, he referred to Gov. Thomas Kean; 
Assemblyman Charles Hardwick; and 
Robert Van Fossan and Frederick Westphal, 
chairman and president of the New Jersey 
State Chamber of Commerce, respectively. 

In his introduction of the President, Gov- 
ernor Kean compared the President’s 1980 
election victory to the battle of the Little 
Big Horn, which the President referred to in 
his opening comment. 


Whippany, New Jersey 





Remarks to the New Jersey Republican State 
Committee. October 13, 1987 





The President. Well, thank you all, and 
thank you, Governor Kean, Congressmen 
Courter and Gallo, Chairman Frank 
Holman, Congresswoman Roukema, and 
Speaker Hardwick and Minority Leader Jim 
Hurley, Noel Gross and Bernard Stanley 
and Bo Sullivan and Larry Bathgate. Oh, I 
could go on and name all of you. I should. 
It’s such a pleasure to be here and a pleas- 
ure to be with all of you in support of New 
Jersey’s great Republican team. And before 
I go any further, let me just join the many 
people all over the State and all over the 
Nation who are singing the praises of your 
terrific Governor, Tom Kean. 

Tom and the rest of you whc are on his 
team have shown the entire country that 
ours is the party of responsible government, 
economic progress, and a better life for 
every citizen. Our opposition has tried their 
best to paint another picture, but what 
you’ve proven here, under Governor Kean’s 
dynamic leadership, is that it is the Republi- 
can Party that represents the interests of 
working people. 

The other side still hasn’t realized that 
what we Republicans have been accom- 
plishing has been something marvelous. It 
reminds me a bit of a story of an agent that 
I heard about once in my old career. You 
know, back in the days of vaudeville, some- 
body aspiring to a vaudeville engagement 
or a career in vaudeville would find them- 
selves on a stage in an empty theater 
except for one lone, cynical agent who’d be 
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sitting down there in the front rows. And 
he’d usually be smoking a cigar and telling 
them, well, okay, what do you do? 

And this young fellow came out and stood 
there, and he says, “What do you do, kid?” 
And the kid stood there for just a couple of 
minutes, and then he just took off an flew 
up toward the balcony and then flew 
around the theater a couple of times and 
sailed back in and landed on the stage. The 
agent took the cigar out of his mouth and 
says, “What else do you do besides bird imi- 
tations?” [Laughter] 

Well, I'll tell you, I don’t think the Ameri- 
can people are as blase about our accom- 
plishments as our detractors. That was 
never more apparent than 2 years ago 
when Tom Kean won the greatest reelec- 
tion victory in this State’s history. 

I just spoke to the Chamber of Com- 
merce, and I won’t repeat all of that, but it 
is sufficient to say that this month marks 
the 59th straight month of economic 
growth, the longest peacetime expansion in 
the postwar era. Our policies have dramati- 
cally improved the well-being of the people 
of the United States. We can begin with the 
fact that had we not done something to 
turn the situation around, well, what you 
paid for lunch today would be the normal 
price for a meal. [Laughter] 

Seriously though, inflation was public 
enemy number one in 1980, you'll remem- 
ber, running at double digits for 2 consecu- 
tive years. Well, we’ve put that monster in 
a cage and instead of seeing their income 
being eaten away, the American people 
have enjoyed stable prices and secure 
savings. 

Inflation, of course, wasn’t the only thing 
attacking our citizens’ income back in the 
bad old days. Inflation was pushing every- 
one into higher and higher tax brackets. 
You'd get a raise in pay to match the infla- 
tion rate, but then the income tax, which is 
based on the number of dollars—not their 
value—would raise you into a higher tax 
bracket, and you’d wind up with less pur- 
chasing power than you had before you got 
the raise. Working people ended up paying 
at rates that at one time had been reserved 
for the truly affluent. Well, we’ve brought 
the rates down, reformed the system, got 
rid of many of the loopholes, and indexed 
the brackets so government won’t profit 


from inflation at the working people’s 
expense. 

Now, Tom, I know that under your lead- 
ership this State has cut six separate taxes, 
saving New Jersey taxpayers over $1 billion 
in just the last 3 years. We’ve proven by our 
actions—at the Federal, State, and local 
levels—that the GOP is the party of low 
inflation, low taxes, new jobs, high take- 
home pay, and robust growth. I can’t think 
of a better platform than that. 

But here in New Jersey, Governor Kean 
has put these Republican principles to 
work, and that’s one of the reasons the 
people of this State have benefited from 
one of the highest growth rates and lowest 
unemployment rates in the Nation. The 
other party talks about helping the less for- 
tunate with handouts and bureaucratic pro- 
grams; we offer them jobs and opportunity. 

I believe one of the proudest achieve- 
ments of our administration is that we’ve 
been able to turn around a dramatic rise in 
poverty that began in 1979. It took a few 
years to do it, but since the expansion the 
proportion of persons living below the pov- 
erty level has declined by 9 percent, real 
family income is up 11 percent overall, and 
unemployment is down 4.8 percent. 

Here in New Jersey, Tom Kean has been 
in the forefront of this crusade to turn eco- 
nomic growth into a vehicle for social mo- 
bility for all Americans, and that’s been es- 
pecially true for our minority citizens. In 
1982, for example, black unemployment in 
New Jersey was almost 20 percent. Today, 
it’s just over 10. While overall employment 
has increased by about 12 percent, black 
employment has jumped by almost 40 per- 
cent. Let the other party talk about com- 
passion, but in reality their policies cost the 
poor and minorities jobs. And while they’re 
talking, we’re doing something to change 
people’s lives for the better. 

I know Governor Kean would never have 
been able to do what he has without the 
support of a Republican assembly and a 
strong Republican minority in the State 
senate. So, today I want to thank all of you 
for being part of this effort to keep New 
Jersey on the right track. Believe me, as a 
former Governor, I fully appreciate the im- 
portance of your commitment to a responsi- 
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ble State legislature; and that means a Re- 
publican State legislature. 

I might add that whatever success we’ve 
had in Washington was due, in no small 
part, to the fact that we Republicans con- 
trolled the United States Senate for 6 years. 
Now we’ve lost that edge, and we’re back 
with the Democrats holding both Houses of 
the Congress. With outstanding candidates 
like Pete Dawkins, I predict we'll be win- 
ning back the United States Senate in 1988. 
Now, the other party has a basketball player 
in the Senate but, with Pete Dawkins, New 
Jersey will outplay them in every game in 
town. [Laughter] 

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank 
other members of your New Jersey team 
who’ve been invaluable to our success, Con- 
gressmen—as I’ve said before—Courter and 
Gallo and Congresswoman Roukema. I ask 
this favor: Keep up your fight for a Republi- 
can State legislature so that after redistrict- 
ing in 1991, New Jersey can send more pro- 
security, proprosperity Congressmen to 
Washington, just like Jim and Dean. 

One fact just about says it all: In 1984 
Republicans received 51 percent of the 
vote in contested congressional seats, but 
we only won 42 percent of the seats in 
Congress. How can that be? It’s because for 
50 years now, every 10 years when the re- 
apportionment takes place and the redis- 
tricting, they have been in charge. They 
have been gerrymandering, and until we 
can get more States with a Republican State 
legislature for the redistricting, we'll contin- 
ue having more votes than they have for 
Congressmen, but electing fewer Congress- 
men than they do. 

Many people aren’t aware, in the 50 
years, 1931 to 1980, they have held both 
Houses of the Congress. For 46 of those 50 
years, all the Democratic Presidents had 
Democratic Congresses with them except 
for one 2-year period when Harry Truman 
had a Republican Congress. All the Republi- 
can Presidents, until I took office, have had 
Democratic Congresses except for one 2- 
year period when Ike Eisenhower had a 
Republican Congress, just for those 2 years. 
Now, since 1980, for 6 years we had the 
Senate—I had a Republican Senate, but 
they had the House of Representatives, and 
now they have both Houses again. We have 
to get back and redistrict to the place 
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where there is a fairness in the voting, that 
Republicans all aren’t bunched up in little 
districts, so that it doesn’t matter how many 
of them there are. Sure, they elect a Con- 
gressman there, but there'll always be a mi- 
nority until we can turn this around. 

Well, it’s high time for us to start fighting 
back, time for us to set priorities and con- 
centrate on just how and where those con- 
gressional district lines are drawn. This year 
you can begin, as I said, by electing more 
Republican State senators. If Republicans 
have greater statehouse strength, then we 
can play a major role in ensuring a fair 
redistricting process. 

It was just 2 years ago that I met with 
you right across the road. We talked then 
about making Chuck Hardwick not just a 
member of the New Jersey Assembly but 
speaker of the assembly. And Chuck, the 
next time we meet I know you'll still be the 
speaker only I think we should make cer- 
tain that Jim Hurley becomes the president, 
instead of the minority leader of the State 
senate. So, please get out there and get 
more Republicans elected to the legislature. 
With just 3 weeks to go before election day, 
your money, your time, and your talents 
can make the difference. And I know I’m 
counting on you, and I know your Gover- 
nor’s counting on you also. 

Well, with the enthusiasm and commit- 
ment that I found here today, I’m certain 
that we’re going to do just that, and that 
the people of New Jersey and this country 
will be better off for it. All you have to do is 
just remind the people of New Jersey of the 
difference in this New Jersey you have here 
now, with your Governor and those other 
Republicans that we’ve mentioned there in 
the legislature, and compare it to what it 
was not too many years ago. So, we'll all be 
better off, and I’ll probably be back on the 
mashed potato circuit. [Laughter] 

But it’s been a wonderful thing to see you 
all here today. I’ve been speaking a couple 
of times here in New Jersey, and I’ve tried 
to finish each speech with a display of my 
latest hobby, which is collecting stories that 
I can guarantee are told by the people of 
the Soviet Union about their system. And 
they tell them—the jokes—and it shows 
they’ve got a great sense of humor, but 
they’re also pretty cynical about the way 
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they live. And I’ve told two of them al- 
ready. I think I ought to be able to come up 
with one more here because we know that 
our system is absolutely the opposite to 
theirs. And so, one I can think of—they tell 
this among themselves—they tell about a 
man that was walking down the street in 
Moscow one night, and a soldier yelled, 
“Halt!” And he started to run, and the sol- 
dier shot him. And another citizen said, 
“Why did you do that?” “Well,” he said, 
“curfew.” But he said, “It isn’t curfew yet.” 
He says, “I know, he’s a friend of mine. I 
know where he lives; he couldn’t have 
made it.” [Laughter] I did not tell that one 
to Gorbachev. [Laughter] 


Well, listen, it’s been wonderful to be 
here with you. God bless you all for what 
you’ve done just by being here today. 


Audience member. We want Bork, too! 
The President. You want Bork, too? 
Audience. Yes. 


The President. So do I. You brought this 
on yourself, so I'm—{laughter|—I’'m going 
to tell you. Yes, Bork is staying in, and we 
know the odds are against getting enough 
people to turn around their vote. But, as he 
pointed out in his statement the other day, 
what’s at issue here is not one man and 
what happened to him. What’s at issue is 
that we make sure that the process of ap- 
pointing and confirming judges never again 
is turned into such a political joke. And if I 
have to appoint another one, I'll try to find 
one that they'll object to just as much as 
they did for this one. [Laughter] All right. 


Thank you all. God bless you all. 


[At this point, Gov. Tom Kean and Joseph 
A. (Bo) Sullivan, chairman of the New 
Jersey Turnpike Authority, gave the Presi- 
dent a bushel of tomatoes. | 


Thank you very much. In the business I 
used to be in, you worried about them 
throwing these at you. [Laughter] 


Note: The President spoke at 3:11 p.m. in 
Ballroom F at the Hanover Marriott Hotel. 
At the conclusion of his remarks, the Presi- 
dent returned to Washington, DC. 


Visit of President José Napoleén 
Duarte Fuentes of El Salvador 





Remarks at the Arrival Ceremony. 
October 14, 1987 





President Reagan. It is with great pride 
and unreserved admiration that I welcome 
President Duarte to Washington. He comes 
as the elected representative of a coura- 
geous people, people who have struggled 
long and risked much in order to live in a 
free and democratic country. 

El Salvador, under President Duarte’s 
leadership, has proven wrong the cynics, 
pessimists, and detractors of democracy. 
The Salvadoran people have proven that 
those who love freedom can prevail over 
great odds—can defeat the forces of tyran- 
ny, both left and right—if they have the 
courage, commitment, and stand together. 

It was not that long ago that El Salvador 
was all but written off by many in this city’s 
circles of power. The Communist guerrillas, 
it was said, were an irresistible force, and 
the cruel tactics of the right could not be 
thwarted. The cause of democracy was 
doomed, so they said. Well, the United 
States Congress came within a few votes of 
making the predictions of doom a self-fulfill- 
ing prophecy. Our request for military aid 
to El Salvador was nearly defeated. That 
would have left you, President Duarte, and 
others who were struggling for democracy 
unarmed and defenseless against Commu- 
nist guerrillas who were receiving arms and 
ammunition through Nicaragua. 

Those of us who have stood in support of 
the democratic peoples of El Salvador are 
especially proud of what has been achieved 
in recent years. Under the most trying of 
circumstances, with your steady hand at the 
helm, President Duarte, democratic convic- 
tions and ideals have been transformed into 
institutions, laws, and practices. In a rela- 
tively short time, you’ve brought the mili- 
tary under civilian control and helped turn 
it into a professional and respected part of 
Salvadoran society, a responsible force for 
both national security and democratic gov- 
ernment. You’ve reformed the police and 
set about to improve the system of justice. 
You have created a climate of respect for 
human rights and the rule of law. 
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While you were putting in place these 
fundamental reforms, the Communist guer- 
rillas, who would impose their form of dic- 
tatorship on El Salvador, were beaten back. 
Your brave military forces certainly deserve 
much credit, but the power of democracy 
itself deserves credit, as well. Democracy is 
a system that offers a peaceful method of 
settling differences. It is a system which can 
incorporate a wide spectrum of views while 
at the same time protect the rights of the 
individual. Our own President Lincoln once 
said: “The ballot is stronger than the 
bullet.” Well, that is the moral foundation 
on which the freedom-loving people of 
Central America hope to build a lasting 
peace. 

Today the prospects for attaining this 
peace, although still far from certain, are 
better than at any time in this decade. The 
United States remains committed to explor- 
ing any opportunity that could end the vio- 
lence that plagues the region and permit 
the people of Central America to live their 
lives in peace. Silencing the guns is no easy 
goal, and, President Duarte, we both know 
peace and democracy are _ inextricably 
linked. 

If peace is to prevail, so must democracy. 
The people of El Salvador know this, having 
been victimized by an insurgency armed, 
trained, and headquartered in a nearby 
country. They have firsthand experience 
that a government that does not respect the 
rights of its own citizens cannot be expect- 
ed to respect the rights of its neighbors. 
And that is why all of us watch so closely 
the reform process set in motion by the 
Guatemala peace plan. 

This process, which ties democratization 
to the end of armed conflict, is consistent 
with a proposal made by Speaker Wright! 
and myself. We want to see the peace proc- 
ess succeed. That success is dependent on 
genuine democratic reform, on respect for 
human rights, and on open and free elec- 
tions. It depends on respect for the free- 
doms of speech, religion, and assembly. It 
depends on honest dialog between those 
who are now engaged in deadly combat. 


1 Jim Wright, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 
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President Duarte, you have already gone 
the extra mile, literally and figuratively, to 
bring fundamental change to your country 
and to end the cycle of violence. Those who 
are engaged in armed struggle against your 
government have been invited to join in 
the democratic process. You have negotiat- 
ed directly with the leaders of insurgent 
forces, sincerely trying to find the formula 
that will bring peace and secure freedom in 
your troubled land. Others in the region 
can do no less if they expect to end the 
strife that ravages their countries. The 
choice is theirs. 

As we face the future and determine our 
next steps, let us recognize that the hope in 
Central America today has come about be- 
cause those who believe in democracy have 
faced reality, made the tough choices, and 
stood together. In these last 6% years, 
through the strength of purpose of brave 
and farsighted individuals like President 
Duarte, a crisis has been averted and admi- 
rable progress has been made, especially in 
creating and consolidating democratic insti- 
tutions. 

President Duarte’s visit permits us the 
opportunity to take account of the progress 
that has been made; to discuss our vision of 
a free, prosperous, and peaceful hemi- 
sphere; and to declare our solidarity with all 
those who share that vision. President 
Duarte, again, it is an honor to welcome 
you. 

President Duarte. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Reagan, distinguished members of the Gov- 
ernment, friends, people of America, it is 
indeed a very special pleasure to be re- 
ceived by you in this colorful ceremony. 
This is the first time in many years that a 
head of state of a Central American nation 
has been received by the United States 
President on a state visit. 

I receive this honor with great modesty, 
knowing full well that this ceremony is an 
acknowledgment to the democratic com- 
mitment of the great people of El Salvador. 
Only last week, in your speech to the Orga- 
nization of American States, you remem- 
bered the heroic behavior of Salvadorans on 
the voting booths. The same lines of con- 
duct have remained steadfast through all 
these years and has served to build a strong 
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democracy which, although not yet perfect, 
is modeled after your own. 

Your constant and unswerving support 
for our undertaking has helped us over- 
come obstacles which at times seem invinci- 
ble. Your Congress, too, has worked with us 
on the difficult roads we have had to travel. 
For that we thank you. And today peace is 
a step closer with the signing of the peace 
agreement in Guatemala early last month. 

In your speech of the OAS, you had 
stated that the Central American plan “con- 
tains many of the elements necessary to 
bring both lasting peace and enduring de- 
mocracy for the region.” You went on to 
say that there is also a reason for caution; I 
agree. For this reason, I have insisted that 
the compliance with our peace plan must 
be fully verified by the appointed commis- 
sions. Here we will hope that the OAS and 
its member nations, especially those like 
yours with the technical capacity, will take 
an active role. 

I am convinced that there cannot be 
peace in Central America without freedom 
and democracy, which in turn will only be 
attained through comprehensive dialog and 
negotiated cease-fire. I also insist that each 
Central American President has the respon- 
sibility to comply fully within his own coun- 
try with all the obligations contracted, and 
that no government be permitted to take 
only cosmetic or half-measures or to excuse 
his government’s lack of total compliance 
because of difference with another govern- 
ment not party to the Esquipulas accord 
[Guatemala peace plan]. 

We need to continue to work to bring 
democracy to all Central America. I know 
that the United States has been engaged in 
this effort, but we still have a long way to 
go. I encourage you to do what needs to be 
done in order to assure that the democratic 
gains are enduring and that the people of 
Central America are free from totalitarian 
oppression. You can count on me and my 
courageous people to be faithful and effec- 
tive partners in this historical and noble en- 
terprise. 

And now, President Reagan, let me break 
the protocol. I’ve seen through my life 
many times in which people with hate in 
their heart have put fire to the American 
flag. This time, permit me to go to your flag 


and, in the name of my people, to give it a 
kiss. 


Note: President Reagan spoke at 10:13 a.m. 
at the South Portico of the White House, 
where President Duarte was accorded a 
formal welcome with full military honors. 

At the conclusion of his remarks, Presi- 
dent Duarte kissed the American flag that 
was held by a member of the honor guard. 

Following the ceremony, the two Presi- 
dents met in the Oval Office. 


Supreme Court of the United States 





Address to the Nation on the Nomination of 
Robert H. Bork To Be an Associate 
Justice. October 14, 1987 





My fellow Americans: 

In the last 6% years I have spoken with 
you and asked for your help many times. 
When special interests and power brokers 
here in Washington balked at cutting your 
taxes, I asked for your help. You went to 
your Congressmen and Senators, and the 
tax cuts passed. And by the way, as a result, 
at the end of this month we will mark the 
longest peacetime economic expansion on 
record. 

In the first few hours after our service- 
men went to the rescue of young Ameri- 
cans and of democracy in Grenada, oppo- 
nents here in Washington criticized the 
mission. But again I asked for your help, 
and you let your Congressmen and Senators 
know that you were proud of our men and 
women in uniform. And soon Congress was 
giving full support to our policies. 

Yes, all that America has achieved in the 
last 6% years—our record economic expan- 
ion, the new pride we have at home, the 
new strength that may soon bring us histo- 
ry’s first agreement to eliminate an entire 
class of U.S. and Soviet nuclear missiles—all 
of this has happened because when the 
chips were down you and I worked togeth- 
er. 

As you know, I have selected one of the 
finest judges in America’s history, Robert 
Bork, for the Supreme Court. You’ve heard 
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that this nomination is a lost cause. You’ve 
also heard that I am determined to fight 
right down to the final ballot on the Senate 
floor. I’m doing this because what’s now at 
stake in this battle must never in our land 
of freedom become a lost cause. And 
whether lost or not, we Americans must 
never give up this particular battle: the in- 
dependence of our judiciary. 

Back in July when I nominated Judge 
Bork, I thought the confirmation process 
would go forward with a calm and sensible 
exchange of views. Unfortunately, the con- 
firmation process became an ugly spectacle, 
marred by distortions and innuendos, and 
casting aside the normal rules of decency 
and honesty. 

As Judge Bork said last Friday, and I 
quote: “The process of confirming Justices 
for our nation’s highest court has been 
transformed in a way that should not and, 
indeed, must not be permitted to occur 
again. The tactics and techniques of nation- 
al political campaigns have been unleashed 
on the process of confirming judges. That is 
not simply disturbing; it is dangerous. Fed- 
eral judges are not appointed to decide 
cases according to the latest opinion polls; 
they are appointed to decide cases impar- 
tially, according to law. But when judicial 
nominees are assessed and treated like po- 
litical candidates, the effect will be to chill 
the climate in which judicial deliberations 
take place, to erode public confidence in 
the impartiality of courts, and to endanger 
the independence of the judiciary.” 

Judge Bork said he had no illusions about 
the difficulty of the task before us, but he 
also said, and I agree, that a crucial princi- 
ple is at stake. And we will fight for every 
vote to maintain that principle. It is the 
process that is used to determine the fitness 
of those men and women selected to serve 
on our courts, those people who guard the 
basic liberties that we all cherish and have 
been the beacon of freedom for over two 
centuries. 

If the campaign of distortion and disinfor- 
mation used by opponents of this nominee 
is allowed to succeed, it will represent more 
than a temporary setback for one candidate 
or the administration. It will permanently 
diminish the sum total of American democ- 
racy; it will call into question the idea of 
free, fair, and civil exchange; and it will 
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mean that on critical issues like the fight 
against crime and drugs and keeping those 
who are unelected from unconstitutionally 
taking power into their own hands—each of 
us and each of our children will be the 
losers. 

During the hearings, one of Judge Bork’s 
critics said that among the functions of the 
Court was reinterpreting the Constitution 
so that it would not remain, in his words, 
“frozen into ancient error because it is so 
hard to amend.” Well, that to my mind is 
the issue, plain and simple. Too many theo- 
rists believe that the courts should save the 
country from the Constitution. Well, I be- 
lieve it’s time to save the Constitution from 
them. 

The principal errors in recent years have 
had nothing to do with the intent of the 
framers who finished their work 200 years 
ago last month. They’ve had to do with 
those who have looked upon the courts as 
their own special province to impose by ju- 
dicial fiat what they could not accomplish at 
the polls. They’ve had to do with judges 
who too often have made law enforcement 
a game where clever lawyers try to find 
ways to trip up the police on the rules. 

At the local, State, and Federal levels, 
your voices have been heard. After years of 
rising crime and leniency in the court- 
rooms, you demanded fair but tough law 
enforcement, enforcement that protected 
the innocent and punished the guilty. And 
with your support, we’ve been able to turn 
things around in Washington. We organized 
a war against organized crime and a 
stepped-up effort against drug trafficking. It 
took us 3 years, but we finally got our crime 
bill through the Congress. But most of all, I 
kept a promise that I made to you when I 
ran for this office: that from my first day 
here in the White House that I would seek 
to nominate judges who would respect the 
Constitution and would protect the rights of 
those who become victims of crime. 

Well, all of this meant hard work, but 
together we have turned the crime trend 
around. The Department of Justice just 
over a week ago released a study showing 
that crime had declined for the fifth 
straight year and has now reached its lowest 
level in 14 years. That’s something to be 
proud of. 
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So, my agenda is your agenda, and it’s 
quite simple: to appoint judges like Judge 
Bork who don’t confuse the criminals with 
the victims; judges who don’t invent new or 
fanciful constitutional rights for those crimi- 
nals; judges who believe the courts should 
interpret the law, not make it; judges, in 
short, who understand the principle of judi- 
cial restraint. That starts with the Supreme 
Court. It takes leadership from the Su- 
preme Court to help shape the attitudes of 
the courts in our land and to make sure that 
principles of law are based on the Constitu- 
tion. That is the standard to judge those 
who seek to serve on the courts: qualifica- 
tions, not distortions; judicial temperament, 
not campaign disinformation. 

In the next several days, your Senators 
will cast a vote on the Bork nomination. It 
is more than just one vote on one man: It’s 
a decision on the future of our judicial 
system. The purpose of the Senate debate is 
to allow all sides to be heard. Honorable 
men and women should not be afraid to 
change their minds based on that debate. 

I hope that in the days and weeks ahead 
you will let them know that the confirma- 
tion process must never again be compro- 
mised with high-pressure politics. Tell them 
that America stands for better than that 
and that you expect them to stand for 
America. Remind them that there is a thing 
we call the Constitution and to serve under 
it is a sacred trust, that they have sworn 
themselves to that trust, and that not just 
for this nomination or any nomination but 
for the sake of the independence of the 
American system of justice for generations 
to come. Now is the time to uphold that 
trust, no matter how powerful are those in 
opposition. 

There is a vision for America that we all 
share, an America where the Constitution is 
held in high esteem, where all our citizens 
are treated equally under the law, where 
the Legislature makes the law and the 
judges interpret the law, and where the 
right of the people to self-government is 
respected. 

Thank you, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. from 
the Oval Office at the White House. 


Department of Education 





Nomination of Linus D. Wright To Be 
Under Secretary. October 14, 1987 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Linus D. Wright to be 
Under Secretary of Education at the De- 
partment of Education. He would succeed 
Gary L. Bauer. 


Since 1978 Mr. Wright has been superin- 
tendent of the Dallas Independent School 
District in Dallas, TX. Previously he was 
superintendent for administration with the 
Houston Independent School District in 
Houston, TX, 1974-1978. From 1971 to 
1974, Mr. Wright was chief financial officer 
for the Houston Independent School Dis- 
trict. 


Mr. Wright graduated from Austin Col- 
lege (B.A., 1949; M.A., 1951). He served in 
the United States Army, 1944-1947. Mr. 
Wright was born March 1, 1927, in Savoy, 
TX. He is married, has two children, and 
resides in Dallas, TX. 


National Advisory Council on Women’s 
Educational Programs 





Nomination of Marianthi Lansdale To Be a 
Member. October 14, 1987 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Marianthi Lansdale to be a 
member of the National Advisory Council 
on Women’s Educational Programs for a 
term expiring May 8, 1990. She would suc- 
ceed Mary Jo Arndt. 


Since 1961 Mrs. Lansdale has been vice 
president of the Lansdale Co. and president 
of Marina Pacifica Oil Co. in Seal Beach, 
CA. 


Mrs. Lansdale graduated from Long 
Beach City College (A.A., 1960). She was 
born March 7, 1932, in Detroit, MI. Mrs. 
Lansdale is married, has one child, and re- 
sides in Huntington Beach, CA. 
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World Food Day, 1987 





Proclamation 5728. October 14, 1987 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


This is the seventh successive year in 
which people everywhere, including Ameri- 
cans, have observed World Food Day in a 
spirit of rededication to the continuing fight 
against world hunger. We Americans are a 
people with strong ties to other nations and 
with a long record of humanitarian concern 
for the hungry around the world. We are 
blessed with the wherewithal to help: a 
bountiful land whose fertile soil, moderate 
climate, and economic and political free- 
dom provide the keys not only to abun- 
dance here at home but to a surplus which 
can be shared with others in grave need 
around the globe. 

Progress has been made in averting the 
threat of famine in many regions, but wide- 
spread poverty and hunger, especially in 
developing countries, constantly challenge 
us to ease the human suffering they cause 
and to preserve the human potential they 
deplete. As hunger robs people of health 
and strength, it also saps the economic sys- 
tems to which they might otherwise con- 
tribute, upsets the social order, frustrates 
progress at every level, and engenders 
hopelessness and instability. 

Our Nation has always been—and contin- 
ues to be—deeply committed to helping 
feed the hungry wherever they may be, 
and to accomplish this goal an extensive 
network of private and public efforts has 
been established. But additional steps are 
clearly necessary. Greater success in the 
fight against hunger will require the imple- 
mentation of worldwide agricultural and 
trade policies designed to promote econom- 
ic growth and stability for all nations, devel- 
oping and developed alike. Schemes of nar- 
rowly focused government intervention 
must be replaced by systems that respond 
to the production and trade decisions made 
by free individuals. Farmers must have 
ready access to the international market- 
place and the opportunity to compete 
freely and to sell the goods they produce. 
Nations, if they are to move toward self- 
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reliance in agriculture, must install systems 
that promote private ownership, reward 
effort and efficiency, and recognize the dig- 
nity of those who work the land. 

The United States has established an initi- 
ative to End Hunger in Africa by the end of 
the century through economic growth and 
private sector development. All U.S. bilater- 
al and multilateral economic programs and 
policies are oriented toward this goal. But 
U.S. government programs cannot do it 
alone. The participation and commitment 
of Africans, other donors, and the private 
sector—volunteer and business, both Ameri- 
can and international—are essential. 

In recognition of the desire and commit- 
ment of the American people to end World 
hunger, the Congress, by Senate Joint Reso- 
lution 110, has designated October 16, 
1987, as “World Food Day” and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this event. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 16, 1987, as 
World Food Day, and I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate activities to explore 
ways in which our Nation can contribute 
further to the elimination of hunger in the 
world. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:49 a.m., October 15, 1987] 


Visit of President José Napoléon 
Duarte Fuentes of El Salvador 





Toasts at the State Dinner. 
October 14, 1987 





President Reagan. It’s been a pleasure to 
have you, President and Mrs. Duarte, and 
all of you as our guests this evening at the 
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White House. This year is the 200th anni- 
versary of the Constitution of the United 
States. It’s appropriate then that we have as 
our guest an elected leader who has laid the 
foundations for freedom in his country and 
whose courage and strength of conviction 
are an inspiration to us all. President 
Duarte, having fought the brutality and re- 
pression of left and right, has come to sym- 
bolize the struggle for democracy in this 
hemisphere. 


I have little doubt that our forefathers, 
who sacrificed so much to secure the bless- 
ings of liberty for the United States, would 
see President Duarte as one of their own. 
Thomes Jefferson, who walked these very 
halls, once described what it is all about: 
“Freedom of religion, freedom of the press, 
and freedom of person under the protection 
of the habeas corpus and trial by juries im- 
partially selected,” he wrote, “these princi- 
ples form the bright constellation which has 
gone before us.” 


Well, this is the same bright constellation 
whose majestic light President Duarte 
would shine on El Salvador. As our Found- 
ing Fathers came to know, winning liberty 
and establishing democratic institutions are 
not without great personal sacrifice. 


In 1972 President Duarte won an elec- 
tion but was prevented from assuming the 
office and forced into exile. Years of frustra- 
tion followed. Then there was the immense 
pressure President Duarte found himself 
under when he returned to his country in 
1979. It would have broken a lesser man. 


One of the most moving moments of my 
Presidency was the visit to the Oval Office 
made by President Duarte and his daugh- 
ter, Inez, shortly after her release from kid- 
napers 2 years ago. This terrible travail was 
part of the personal price President Duarte 
has paid to help secure the freedom of his 
country. Yet tonight can anyone doubt 
President Duarte has not only survived, he 
has triumphed. He’s proven himself one of 
those rare individuals who will be remem- 
bered by his people and by people through- 
out the hemisphere as a hero of freedom. 


In the last century, another such hero was 
José Simeon Canas, champion of Salvadoran 
independence, the Abraham Lincoln of his 
country. This moral giant, seriously ill, 


made an impassioned speech against slavery 
to the Salvadoran Congress. In it he said: 
even if dying, he had to speak out for pow- 
erless people. “I ask,” he said, “before ev- 
erything else, that all our brethren be de- 
clared free.” 


This is the kind of spirit I see in President 
Duarte. It’s been my honor over these years 
to have known him and worked with him, 
to have assisted, where possible, his efforts 
and those of the brave Salvadoran people to 
win peace, establish democratic institutions, 
and, before anything else, to declare all our 
brethren free. 


President Duarte, God, unity, and free- 
dom—the spirit of El Salvador, the spirit of 
all the citizens of the hemisphere. So, I ask 
all of you to join with me in toasting Presi- 
dent Duarte, Mrs. Duarte, and the people 
of El Salvador. 


President Duarte. When you were tell- 
ing. Mr. President, all those beautiful things 
of what you have valued, what we’re doing 
in our country, and when I was enjoying 
this wonderful dinner tonight, I was seeing 
that picture there, the picture of Abraham 
Lincoln. And I wonder why he has his hand 
here and his face firm? What was happen- 
ing in his own heart when he was the Presi- 
dent of a country who was struggling? He 
was seeing not only slaves, he was seeing 
war—hate in the heart. And this wonderful 
man had love in his heart. He never hated 
anybody. He wanted to have his country 
free, and he even gave his life for that. That 
picture to me is a symbol of this country. 
It’s a symbol of you, Mr. Reagan, the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the President of 
this country who is doing the best so that 
other countries can also have what you 
have dear in this country, which is freedom 
and democracy. 


Let me be simple and ask you to just 
raise your head and give a prayer for my 
people of my country, for the poor people, 
for the suffering people of my country, and 
also for the soldiers who die and the guerril- 
las who will also die. We all are Salvadorans, 
and we all want peace. 


So, Mr. President, let me raise and ask 
you to raise your hand with me to a toast to 
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President Reagan—to a toast to Mr. Reagan, 
to Mrs. Reagan, and to a toast to the Ameri- 
can people. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:58 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 


Tax Increases 





Statement by the President. 
October 15, 1987 





Billions in new taxes—this is how the 
Democrats on the Senate Finance and the 
House Ways and Means Committees now 
propose to meet the 1988 Gramm-Rudman- 
Hollings deficit reduction targets. With Re- 
publicans on both panels not participating 
in the drafting sessions, the Democrats on 
the Senate Finance Committee proposed a 
tax hike of approximately $7.6 billion, with 
a promise of more to come. Democrats on 
the House Ways and Means Committee pro- 
posed a tax hike of $12 billion—$12 billion 
in additional taxes to be laid upon the backs 
of the American people. 


If there were a legitimate need for these 
taxes, I would be less angry, but these tax 
hikes would only cover utterly unwarranted 
domestic appropriations bills totaling some 
$15.6 billion more than our budget request 
and $5.3 billion more than last year. 


Simple prudence, a simple sense of re- 
sponsibility, would make it possible to meet 
the deficit reduction targets with no new 
taxes. I look forward to working in this 
spirit with many in Congress—I believe the 
majority—who join me in rejecting new 
taxes. And let me repeat that if reason 
should fail, if Congress should actually pass 
a tax hike, my answer will be simply this: 
veto. 

This Democratic tax hike is an exercise in 
fiscal irresponsibility. It’s a breach of faith 
with the American people. It is unwise. It is 


uncalled for. It will not be tolerated by me 


or the American people. 
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United Service Organizations, 
Incorporated 





Designation of Lucille G. Murchison as a 
Member of the Board of Governors. 
October 15, 1987 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to redesignate Lucille G. Murchison to 
be a member of the Board of Governors of 
the United Service Organizations, Inc., for a 
term of 3 years. 

Mrs. Murchison is currently a private in- 
vestor. Mrs. Murehison was born November 
4, 1925, in Dallas, TX. She has four children 
and currently resides in Dallas, TX. 


Assistance for Central American 
Democracies and the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Resistance 





Executive Order 12611. October 15, 1987 





DELEGATING AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT 
ASSISTANCE FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN DE- 
MOCRACIES AND THE NICARAGUAN DEMO- 
CRATIC RESISTANCE 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 
1987, enacted by section 101(k) of the Joint 
Resolution Making Continuing Appropria- 
tions for the Fiscal Year 1987 (Public Laws 
99-500 and 99-591), the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C. 2151 et 
seq.), the Joint Resolution Making Continu- 
ing Appropriations for the Fiscal Year 1988 
(Public Law 100-120), and section 301 of 
title 3 of the United States Code, and in 
order to delegate certain functions concern- 
ing the use of funds, it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

Section I. Executive Order No. 12570 of 
October 24, 1986, is amended by adding 
the following to the end of Section 2b): 

“and funds provided in the Joint Resolu- 
tion Making Continuing Appropriations for 
the Fiscal Year 1988 (Public Law 100- 
120).”. 
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Sec. 2. This Order shall be effective im- 
mediately. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 


October 15, 1987. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:01 a.m., October 16, 1987] 


National Safety Belt Use Day, 1987 





Proclamation 5729. October 15, 1987 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Studies indicate that 40 to 55 percent of 
all passenger car occupant fatalities and se- 
rious injuries could be eliminated if people 
would use the safety belts already installed 
in their vehicles. Each year, 10,000 people 
could be saved from death if everyone 
would use safety belts every trip. In 1986, 
for instance, safety belts saved the lives of 
2,200 front seat passengers. Thousands of 
lives and millions of dollars in medical and 
insurance expenses have been saved by 
“buckling up.” 

The tremendous benefits of adult safety 
belt and child restraint use are now widely 
recognized throughout the United States. 
Twenty-nine States and the District of Co- 
lumbia have safety belt use laws. These 
laws, in conjunction with public education, 
have resulted in a safety belt usage increase 
among car drivers from 11 percent in 1982 
to 42 percent in the first half of 1987. 

Although great progress has been made 
in the recognition of the advantages of in- 
creased safety belt use, less than one half of 
all Americans use their safety belts. Each of 
us can help increase this number by re- 
membering that the use of safety belts 
offers protection in a crash and by increas- 
ing our willingness to communicate that 
fact to our loved ones who fail to wear 
them. We must not wait until personal trag- 
edy strikes to become advocates of safety 
belt use. 

Child passenger protection laws requiring 
the use of child safety seats and belt systems 


are in place in all 50 States and the District 
of Columbia. Correctly used, child safety 
seats are highly effective, reducing the risk 
of fatality by about 70 percent and serious 
injury by about 67 percent. Among children 
under four, these seats saved about 200 
lives in 1986. 

Still, the effectiveness of child safety seats 
can be greatly impaired when they are not 
installed or used properly. With 100 per- 
cent correct use, these seats could save 
about 500 lives a year. Parents should 
follow the manufacturer’s instructions care- 
fully and inspect the seat regularly to make 
sure it is installed correctly and used on 
every trip. With added concern for the 
proper installation and consistent use of 
these safety devices, we can eliminate need- 
less and preventable tragedies and save 
hundreds more of our children. 

In order to encourage the people of the 
United States to wear safety belts, to have 
their children use child safety seats, and to 
encourage safety and law enforcement 
agencies and others to promote greater 
usage of these essential safety devices, the 
Congress, by HJ. Res. 338, has designated 
October 15, 1987, as “National Safety Belt 
Use Day” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 15, 1987, as Na- 
tional Safety Belt Use Day. I call upon the 
Governors of the States, Puerto Rico, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Is- 
lands, Guam, and American Samoa, the 
Mayor of the District of Columbia, and the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties and to reaffirm our commitment to en- 
couraging universal seat belt use. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 15 day of October, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
seven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and twelfth. 

Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:59 a.m., October 16, 1987) 
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White Cane Safety Day, 1987 


Republican Governors Club 





Proclamation 5730. October 15, 1987 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The white cane is a device that helps 
blind citizens in their daily lives and re- 
minds all Americans of visually handi- 
capped people’s desire and increasing abili- 
ty to live independently. The cane helps its 
bearers negotiate physical obstacles and 
thus enables the sightless to travel and work 
more easily in the public environment. 
During our yearly observance of White 
Cane Safety Day, we pause to recall our 
need to eliminate barriers of misinforma- 
tion and misunderstanding as well—to re- 
member the capabilities and accomplish- 
ments of sightless people and to respond to 
their particular needs with sensitivity, 
friendship, and respect. 


In acknowledgment of the white cane 
and all it symbolizes, the Congress, by joint 
resolution approved October 6, 1964, has 
authorized the President to designate Octo- 
ber 15 of each year as “White Cane Safety 
Day.” 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 15, 1987, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I urge all Ameri- 
cans to show respect for those who carry 
the white cane and to honor their many 
achievements. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11 a.m., October 16, 1987] 
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Remarks at the Annual Dinner. 
October 15, 1987 





It’s a great honor to be with you tonight. 
Let me just begin by expressing special 
thanks to Governors Tom Kean and Mike 
Castle, chairman and vice chairman of the 
RGA,! John Rollins, the finance chairman 
and vice chairman of the—or Glen Holden, 
I should say, who’s exceptional efforts have 
helped to make this evening a success. 
Thank you all for being so generous. And of 
course, I must also recognize our national 
chairman, Frank Fahrenkopf, who is here. 


You know, whenever I’m asked to speak 
at a dinner, I get a little self-conscious about 
the length of the speech. And this is really 
inappropriate, but I’m going to tell it 
anyway. I hope you haven’t heard it before, 
because usually I’m an afterdinner speaker 
instead of a before-dinner speaker. 

But the joke that I was going to tell you 
was a little story that took place in ancient 
Rome at the Colosseum. A little band of 
Christians out there in the sand on the floor 
of the Colosseum, crowd up there in the 
seats, and then they were going to turn the 
lions loose on them. And they did. And the 
lions came roaring out and charging down 
on this little huddled mass of people. And 
one of them stepped forward and said a few 
quiet words, and the lion stopped and laid 
down. Well, the crowd was enraged that 
they weren’t going to get the show that 
they’d expected. Caesar was so mad that he 
had them bring the man to him, and he 
said, “What did you say that made the lions 
act like that?” He said, “I just told them 
that after they ate there would be speech- 
es.” [Laughter] 

But it’s wonderful to be here. As one 
chief executive among many, I feel right at 
home. I’ve always said one of the greatest 
strengths of America is the diversity of our 
Federal system. And you can see it repre- 
sented here this evening. As we’ve begun 
to loosen the bonds of centralized control, 
the States have shot forward, often showing 
Federal Government the way. 


1 Republican Governors Association. 
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The American people now look to the 
Republican Party as the party ot new ideas. 
And it’s Republican Governors who are out 
front, taking risks, breaking new ground, 
putting those new ideas into practice—ev- 
erything from enterprise zones to welfare 
reform. 

Yes, we thought of the enterprise zone. 
We haven’t been able to get it through the 
Congress. But I don’t know how many 
States now around the country have enter- 
prise zones, and they’re flourishing and suc- 
ceeding in their mission. There’s one idea 
many States have implemented that I espe- 
cially wish the Federal Government would 
cotton to: Isn’t it about time that Washing- 
ton followed the lead of the States and 
passed a constitutional amendment to bal- 
ance the budget? [Applause] And while 
they’re at it, they might give the President 
what 43 Governors have: the line-item veto. 

I remember one new idea I had when I 
was Governor. It taught me a lot about 
leadership and its limits. When I first came 
into the Governor’s mansion, I thought it 
would be a great way to improve efficiency 
if I asked everybody to work a few extra 
days a month—on Saturday. I can’t claim a 
lot of success with that one. 

But the best thing about this dinner is 
seeing how the-ranks of Republican Gover- 
nors have grown since last year. We’re talk- 
ing about a 50-percent increase—from 16 to 
24 Governors. Now, that’s progress. And 
we're looking to add to that number in the 
elections this year, with Bob Livingston 
running in Louisiana, Jack Reed in Missis- 
sippi, and John Harper in Kentucky. 

But the critical test will come in 1988. 
We have 12 gubernatorial races that year. 
Of these, 8 are seats that we have to hold 
on to and 4 then that we have to win. 

Few races could be more important, few 
campaigns more crucial, to the future of 
our country. What happens in those elec- 
tions will have repercussions that extend far 
beyond the State capitals and far beyond 
State lines—all the way, in fact, to Washing- 
ton, DC, and the House of Representatives 
on Capitol Hill. 

That’s because reapportionment comes 
up in 1991. That’s when the congressional 
districts will be redrawn. And in all too 
many cases, having a Republican Governor 
is the only shot we have at getting a fair 


deal. And that’s all we're asking for: an end 
to the antidemocratic and un-American 
practice of gerrymandering congressional 
districts. 

In 1984 there were 397 congressional 
races contested by both parties. In the 
races, Republicans won half-a-million more 
votes than the Democrats, but the Demo- 
cratic Party won 31 more seats. In Califor- 
nia, one of the worst cases of gerrymander- 
ing in the country, Republicans received a 
majority of votes in congressional races, but 
the Democrats won 60 percent more races. 

The fact is gerrymandering has become a 
national scandal. The Democratic-controlied 
State legislatures have so rigged the elector- 
al process that the will of the people cannot 
be heard. They vote Republican but elect 
Democrats. 

A look at the district lines shows how cor- 
rupt the whole process has become. The 
congressional map is a horror show of gro- 
tesque, contorted shapes. Districts jump 
back and forth over mountain ranges, cross 
large bodies of water, send out little tenta- 
cles to absorb special communities and 
ensure safe seats. One Democratic Con- 
gressman who helped engineer the gerry- 
mandering of California once described the 
district lines there as his contribution to 
modern art. [Laughter] 

But it isn’t just the district lines the 
Democrats have bent out of shape: it’s the 
American values of fairplay and decency. 
And it’s time we stopped them. 

Frank Fahrenkopf and the Republican 
Party have challenged the Democrats’ ger- 
rymandering in court, but ultimately it’s in 
the State legislatures that the battle for fair- 
ness must be won. And that’s why we need 
more Republican Governors to oversee the 
process and why Republicans have to cam- 
paign with all heart and soul for Republican 
State legislative candidates. 

I promise you this: As far as the President 
of the United States is concerned, he’s not 
going to be sitting around the Rose Garden 
in 1988. I’m going to be out on the cam- 
paign trail, telling the American people the 
truth about how the electoral process has 
been twisted and distorted, that it’s time to 
give the votes back to the people. And I’m 
going to be telling them, in the name of the 
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American system and in the name of fair- 
play: Vote Republican in 1988. 

The fact is democratic gerrymandering is 
just one symptom of the larger problem. 
We’ve seen a dimension of this problem this 
last month on the Hill during the debate 
over the confirmation of Judge Bork to the 
Supreme Court. 

Debate—that’s a polite word for what’s 
been going on. During the hearings, Attor- 
ney General William French Smith spoke 
for many of us when he expressed his shock 
and dismay. He said: “I have never seen 
such misrepresentation, such distortion, and 
such outright lying. There are people in 
very important positions in this government 
who are lying to the American public. I’ve 
never seen anything like it, and I hope I 
never see anything like it again.” 

That’s a pretty severe indictment. But 
former Attorney General William French 
Smith isn’t alone in his opinion. One of the 
most respected, honorable men in this 
nation, Chief Justice Warren Burger, 
echoed this when he accused the opposition 
to Judge Bork of disinformation. 

Judge Bork’s nomination will soon be 
before the full Senate. The purpose of 
Senate debate is to allow all sides to be 
heard. Honorable men and women should 
not be afraid to change their minds if 
they’re based on that debate. There’s a cru- 
cial principle at stake here. If the campaign 
of distortion and disinformation used by his 
opponents is allowed to succeed, it will rep- 
resent more than a temporary setback for 
one candidate: It will call into question the 
idea of free, fair, and civil exchange. And it 
will mean that on critical issues, like the 
fight against crime and drugs and keeping 
those who are unelected from unconstitu- 
tionally taking power into their own 
hands—each of us and each of our children 
will be the losers. 

I do not believe that nominees to the 
Supreme Court should have to pass litmus 
tests administered by single-interest lobbies. 
Such tactics are better suited for campaigns 
and elections than for Supreme Court nomi- 
nations. 

As I said in my TV address yesterday: 
Our agenda is quite simple—to appoint 
judges who don’t confuse the criminals with 
the victims and who believe the courts 
should interpret the law, not make it. That 
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starts with the Supreme Court. It takes 
leadership from the Supreme Court to help 
shape the attitudes of the courts in our land 
and to make sure that principles of law are 
based on the Constitution. This is the stand- 
ard to judge those who seek to serve on the 
courts—qualifications, not distortions, judi- 
cial temperament, not campaign disinfor- 
mation. 

As Judge Bork said last Friday, and I 
quote him: “The process of confirming Jus- 
tices for our nation’s highest court has been 
transformed in a way that should not and, 
indeed, must not be permitted to occur 
again.” Yes, it’s right to differ. And, yes, 
people can have different opinions. But 
when have we ever seen an instance in 
which the confirmation of a Justice to the 
Supreme Court has resulted in private in- 
terest groups raising money and putting on 
television ads and campaigns as if they were 
running an election—and campaigns based 
on distortion—when the men and women 
of the Senate are supposed to sit, go over 
the qualifications of the individual that has 
been appointed, and make their decision on 
whether they believe those qualifications 
suit him for the position. Well, that’s what 
we have to get back to. 

When the message gets out, I believe the 
American people will reject the politiciza- 
tion of our judiciary. When the people 
begin to hear the truth, they will demand 
an independent judiciary, free from high 
pressure politics and founded on the princi- 
ple of judicial restraint. 

And Judge Bork is a man of courage. He’s 
decided to push forward, to take the vote 
on his confirmation to the full Senate. And 
he’s going forward because he knows that 
the wrong done him is nothing compared to 
the wrong done to our nation and our 
system of justice. The distortions, the mis- 
representations, and lies must be answered 
and must be rejected. Robert Bork deserves 
better. America deserves better. 

I can’t conclude without talking again 
about an issue that I found so many people 
are unaware of, and that is getting back to 
this gerrymandering that has taken place. 
From 1931 through 1980—50 years—only 
two Presidents had a Republican Con- 
gress—both House and Senate. Each one of 
them only had it for 2 years. One was a 
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Democratic President, Harry Truman, for 2 
of his several years, and the other one was 
Ike Eisenhower, who had a Republican 
Congress for 2 out of his 8 years. But for 46 
out of those 50 years, the opposition party 
had both Houses of the Congress. 

In these going on 8 years that I have 
been here, I did have one House for 6 
years, the Senate, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives continued to be in the other 
party’s hands. And now for this final 2 
years, we’re back to having them, once 
again, in control in both Houses. 

I’ve heard people that have interpreted 
our system of checks and balances to mean 
that, well, that’s fine: You have people on 
one side out there in the legislature, then 
people on the other side in the Executive 
Office. That isn’t what the checks and bal- 
ances were supposed to be. And certainly, 
when every Democratic President in those 
50 years, with the exception of one 2-year 
period, had a Congress of their own party, 
and then when the Republicans had a Con- 
gress of the other party for everything but 
2 years—all Republican Presidents until my 
term with having at least one party for a 
while—the significant thing is we can look 
back from the inside, where we are in our 
administration, and tell you that none of the 
things we’ve accomplished could have been 
accomplished had we not had that one Re- 
publican House, the Senate, for those 6 
years. And now we're back to the regular 
way of doing things if they continue to have 
their way. And it all stems out there in the 
States, their legislators and their Governors, 
where the redistricting takes place. 

I saw it firsthand, because when I was 
Governor of California, one of the years for 
redistricting came up. And I vetoed what 
they came up with. And we finally ended 
turning it over to the Supreme Court. But 
they’d been in power so long that I didn’t 
even have the Supreme Court on my side. 
[Laughter] 

But it’s so wonderful for all of you to 
gather here and to do what you're doing. 
And I know that I have to let you have your 
dinner and get out of here. I really was just 
standing here, hoping that I could think of 
a good get-off line. [Laughter] 

But it has been wonderful, and you’ve got 
some great Governors here. And this coun- 


try’s strength is based not on what’s inside 
the beltway here in Washington, it is based 
on the fact that we are a federation of 50 
sovereign States with a great independence. 


And one of the things that I'll be the 
happiest about is that one of my goals has 
been, ever since I came here, to restore the 
Federal system and return to the States the 
authority and autonomy that has been un- 
justly seized by the Democratic Party in the 
years that have gone past. And let’s get 
back to those 50 different States. 


Thank you all very much, and God bless 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:33 p.m. in 
the Grand Ballroom at the J.W. Marriott 
Hotel. 
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Appointment of Dana Rohrabacher as 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Speechwriter. October 16, 1987 





The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Dana Rohrabacher to be Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President and Speech- 
writer. Mr. Rohrabacher has been a Presi- 
dential speechwriter since January 1981. 


Mr. Rohrabacher worked for President 
Reagan’s 1976 and 1980 Presidential cam- 
paigns as an assistant to the press secretary. 
He has worked for KFWB Radio and Radio 
New West-City News Service in Los Ange- 
les, CA, and the Register, a newspaper in 
Orange County, CA. He was the Los Ange- 
les County high school chairman of Youth 
for Reagan in President Reagan’s first gu- 
bernatorial campaign in 1966. 


Mr. Rohrabacher has a bachelors degree 
in history from California State College in 
Long Beach and a masters degree in Ameri- 
can studies from the University of Southern 
California. He was born June 21, 1947, in 
Coronado, CA, and currently resides in Ar- 
lington, VA. 
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World Administrative Radio 
Conference for Mobile Services 





Accordance of the Personal Rank of 
Ambassador to David J. Markey III While 
Serving as Chairman of the U.S. Delegation. 
October 16, 1987 





The President has accorded the personal 
rank of Ambassador to David J. Markey III 
in his capacity as Chairman of the United 
States delegation to the World Administra- 
tive Radio Conference for Mobile Services, 
held in Geneva, Switzerland, September 
14—October 16, 1987. 

Mr. Markey has been employed with Bell- 
South Corp. since November 1985 as vice 
president for Federal regulatory affairs. 
Previously he was Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce for Communications and Infor- 
mation, 1983-1985. In 1983 Mr. Markey 
was special adviser to the Chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commission. 
From 1981 to 1983, he was chief of staff 
and legislative director for Senator Frank 
Murkowski of Alaska. Mr. Markey has been 
vice president of congressional relations at 
the National Association of Broadcasters, 
1974-1981; chief of staff for Senator J. 
Glenn Beall, Jr., of Maryland, 1969-1974; 
and legislative officer on the staff of the 
Governor of Maryland, 1967-1969. 

Mr. Markey graduated from Western 
Maryland College (B.A., 1963) and the Uni- 
versity of Maryland School of Law (J.D., 
1967). He served in the United States Army 
in 1958. Mr. Markey was born July 25, 
1940, in Frederick, MD. He is married, has 
one child, and resides in Washington, DC. 


National Forest Products Week, 1987 





Proclamation 5731. October 16, 1987 





By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 


This year we Americans again set aside a 
week in October to remind ourselves that 
from earliest times our vast forests have 
provided us with food, water, fuel, and raw 
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materials, and that forests remain a source 
of countless products necessary for our shel- 
ter, comfort, and utility. We can be truly 
grateful for the jobs and trade that forests 
generate, for the extensive part forest prod- 
ucts play in our national life, and for our 
firmly established national policy of wise 
use and preservation of forest resources. 


We can be grateful too for the occur- 
rence this year of one of the most active 
tree-planting campaigns in our history. The 
new forest trees going into the ground this 
year will be our living legacy for the gen- 
erations to come. Tomorrow’s forests will be 
productive and _ continually renewing 
sources of wood for housing, furniture, and 
paper; of water for drinking and irrigation; 
of rich habitats for fish and wildlife; and of 
opportunities for outdoor recreation. Just as 
now, forests will be vital to our economic, 
social, and environmental well-being in the 
future—and just as now, we will need care- 
ful and creative stewardship to nurture 
them. 


To promote greater awareness and appre- 
ciation of the many benefits of forests for 
our Nation, the Congress, by Public Law 
86-753 (36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the 
week beginning on the third Sunday in Oc- 
tober of each year as “National Forest Prod- 
ucts Week” and authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this week. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning Octo- 
ber 18, 1987, as National Forest Products 
Week, and I urge all Americans to express 
their appreciation for our Nation’s forests 
through suitable activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:47 p.m., October 16, 1987] 
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National Immigrants Day, 1987 





Proclamation 5732. October 16, 1987 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Our national celebration of Immigrants 
Day is a moving reminder to us that Amer- 
ica is unique among the nations. We are the 
sons and daughters of every land across the 
face of the Earth, yet we are an indivisible 
Nation. We are one people, and we are one 
in that which drew our forebears here—the 
love of “freedom’s holy Light.” 

This year we most appropriately observe 
Immigrants Day on October 28, the 10Ist 
anniversary of the unveiling of the Statue of 
Liberty, the beloved statue Emma Lazarus 
called “Mother of Exiles,” from whose 
“beacon-hand/Glows world-wide welcome.” 
That welcome is America’s welcome, which 
has ever beckoned millions upon millions of 
courageous souls to this land of freedom, 
justice, and opportunity. 

Immigrants have always brought great 
gifts to their new home on these shores— 
the gifts of hardiness and heart, of intellect 
and hope. Two hundred years ago, immi- 
grants were among the framers of a Consti- 
tution for these United States. They knew 
what they were about, for they began that 
charter of liberty and limited government 
with the words, “We the People” and cre- 
ated what a future President named Lin- 
coln would call “government of the people, 
by the people, for the people.” 

One immigrant, J. Hector St. John de 
Crevecoeur, had described that people very 
well in 1782 when he wrote, “Here individ- 
uals of all nations are melted into a new 
race of man whose labors and posterity will 
one day cause great changes in the world.” 
This prophecy came true, and immigrants 
helped, and are still helping, to make it so— 
immigrants to a country and a people one 
in mutual loyalty and one in steady devo- 
tion to “freedom’s holy Light.” 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
86, has designated October 28, 1987, as 
“National Immigrants Day” and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this event. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim October 28, 1987, as Na- 
tional Immigrants Day, and I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe that 
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-seven, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and twelfth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:48 p.m., October 16, 1987] 


Soviet Exchange Students 





Remarks to Participants in the U.S. Study 
Program. October 16, 1987 





The President. Well, thank you. And I 
want you to know I’m very pleased to wel- 
come you all to the White House today. 
And when General Secretary Gorbachev 
and I met in Geneva, as you’ve said, we 
agreed that exchanges of high school stu- 
dents would be an excellent way to increase 
understanding between our two countries. 
Seeing the actual results of the agree- 
ment—that gives me a great deal of person- 
al satisfaction. 

As I’m sure all of you know—being 
there—the Phillips Academy signed that 
agreement with the Physics-Mathematics 
Institute for this reciprocal exchange of stu- 
dents, and it’s enabled all of you to study 
here in our country. And I can say—you 
probably wouldn’t be hesitant to say—Phil- 
lips Academy is a famous part of our Ameri- 
can educational heritage. And through your 
experience at Phillips, you had the chance 
to learn about the American educational 
system at the secondary school level. And in 
addition, you undoubtedly were able to im- 
prove your language comprehension 
through classroom and informal social situa- 
tions. 
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I hope that your exchange is the first of 
many between our two countries so that 
other American and Soviet students will 
have the opportunity to study together, to 
learn each other’s language, and to under- 
stand better each other’s aspirations and 
cultures. 

General Secretary Gorbachev and I place 
great importance on these exchanges, as 
you’ve been told, between our people, and 
particularly our young people; for you are 
our hope for the future. I want to express 
my support for you and all the other citi- 
zens of our two countries who are contrib- 
uting to the effort to expand exchanges be- 
tween the United States and the Soviet 
Union. 

And this weekend while you’re in the 
Capital, I hope you have the opportunity to 
go sightseeing and visit some of our muse- 
ums. We’re very proud of our Capital City 
and hope you'll have a wonderful time 
while you're here. 

Reporter. Mr. President, we know you 
must be terribly concerned about your wife. 
Would you— 

The President. Of course. 

Q. How is she taking this, and how are 
you feeling about this upcoming procedure? 

The President. Well, I think you've said 
it. It’s very evident. But then I think I have 
to let you go, because I have a limited time 
here for visiting with these young people. 

But, well, of course I’m concerned, and so 
is she. But at the same time, I have great 
confidence in the medical personnel who 
are in charge of this case. 

Q. Mr. President, how can you let Iran 
get away with this attack without retaliat- 
ing? 

The President. 1 think maybe you're 
jumping to conclusions here. I cannot and 
will not discuss what our future action may 
be. But we’re in discussions with the Gov- 
ernment of Kuwait, and it would be very 
unwise to hint or suggest at anything we 
might do. 


Note: The Président spoke at 1:05 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 


Presidential Design Awards 





Memorandum From the President. 
October 16, 1987 





Memorandum for the Heads of Depart- 
ments and Agencies 


Excellence in design is integral to the 
Federal Government’s responsible steward- 
ship of public resources. Good design unites 
art with purpose. It is part of our taking 
pride in America. It should not be viewed 
as a luxury added on at extra cost but as a 
process for increasing the efficiency and 
quality of our lives. Our ability to compete 
effectively in international markets depends 
largely on an often overlooked, but integral 
element—design quality. 


It was for these reasons that I established 
in 1983 a Presidential Design Awards Pro- 
gram to recognize successful achievement 
in federal design and inspire standards of 
excellence throughout the government. 
This initiative was designed to build on the 
achievements of the Federal Design Im- 
provement Project of the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts. The awards, which I con- 
ferred on Federal agencies in January 1985, 
generated national attention to the best of 
our Federal efforts. 


Therefore, I am pleased to announce 
Round Two of the Presidential Design 
Awards. It is my hope that the Awards com- 
petition and public recognition of our feder- 
al “best” will encourage greater federal 
leadership in, and attention to, good design. 


As in 1983, I have asked Frank Hodsoll, 
Chairman of the National Endowment for 
the Arts, to implement the Presidential 
Design Awards Program. I know he will 
enjoy your full support. 


Please designate an individual with an ap- 
propriate background and position to be 
your liaison with the Endowment to help 
ensure the success of this program. 


Ronald Reagan 
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Criminal Justice Reform Act of 1987 





White House Briefing on Proposed 
Legislation. October 16, 1987 





Well, thank you all for coming by, and 
thank you for a warm welcome. I’m delight- 
ed to see you and I want to make a few 
remarks this afternoon on the matter of the 
law and our courts—an area I know is of 
some interest to you, and as you may have 
noticed, has been in the news lately. 

Sometimes people ask me whether I ever 
weary of the controversy that seems to sur- 
round so much of public life and especially 
this job. Well, the truth is that more than 
anything else, the Presidency becomes a 
source of satisfaction if you can look back 
and see a far distance travelled. 

In fact, I can recall very well those first 
few months in office when we were faced 
with the worst economic mess since the 
Great Depression. And on the international 
scene, in some ways, things were even 
worse. Anyway, what I remember most is 
discovering that after spending a whole 
campaign talking about the serious prob- 
lems we faced, I got into office and found 
out I'd been guilty of understatement. I felt 
a little like the Titanic passenger, John 
Jacob Astor, who it is reported said when 
the ship hit the iceberg, “Listen, I asked for 
ice but this is ridiculous.” [Laughter] 

But things did turn around; we moved 
from a dead-in-the-water economy to a dy- 
namic, growth-oriented, job-creating expan- 
sion that will become the longest in peace- 
time history. Internationally, we moved 
from danger and humiliation to new status; 
not only as a nation of power, but « nation 
with a sense of right and purpose strong 
enough to set the tides running again in the 
cause of freedom and democracy. 

And yet, for all the critical economic and 
international problems we faced, we should 
not forget that back in the early days, we 
faced another crisis that was just as grave, 
one that threatened the very stability and 
survival of our society. An that crisis was: 
the crisis of crime. Now, I won’t list the 
statistics and recite the horror stories. I 
think we can all remember the crime rates 
that steadily escalated, the fear and terror 
in our streets and neighborhoods, and the 


undermining of public faith in our legal 
system and our democratic institution. 

In my first year in office, I mentioned all 
of this in a speech to our nation’s police 
chiefs, and I pledged to them and to the 
Nation immediate action. We organized a 
commission on violent crime that came up 
with serious reforms that were widely en- 
acted. We added prosecutors and Federal 
agents and moved forward with a massive 
crackdown on drug trafficking. We singled 
out the syndicate for extinction and began a 
war of abolition against the mob. And 
though it did take 3 years and though we 
were forced to remove some important pro- 
visions, we did finally get the Comprehen- 
sive Crime Control Act of 1984; which was 
tough, new crime legislation, passed by the 
Congress including new drug trafficking 
laws and tougher sentencing procedures. 
And finally, we appointed judges who un- 
derstood that the first duty of any civilized 
society is to protect its honest citizens from 
those who prey on their innocent fellow 
citizens. 

I want you to know we've had results. 
The number of convictions and average 
sentences have increased dramatically. In 
the organized crime area alone, convictions 
are more than five times what they were. 
I’m proud to tell you, too, that this adminis- 
tration’s judges have been shown to be sta- 
tistically far sterner with criminals than 
their predecessors. All of this has added up. 
Only last week, the Department of Justice 
released a study showing crime was down 
now for the fifth year in a row and was now 
at its lowest point in 14 years. 

Now, some have tried to say that all this 
progress was the result of demographics, we 
simply had less people in the crime-prone 
categories. Well, the truth is that the drop 
in crime cannot be explained by demo- 
graphics. Coincidence isn’t necessarily 
cause. Crime has sometimes risen with pop- 
ulation growth and sometimes not. There’s 
nothing historically inevitable about it. 

Between 1977 and 1981, for example, the 
numbers in the crime-prone age group 
dropped slightly, but serious crime went up 
22 percent. So, let me just point out some- 
thing that I think is too often overlooked 
here. The rise in crime was not an unavoid- 
able accident; it didn’t just happen. It was 
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the result of a liberal, social philosophy that 
endorsed and supported leniency in the 
courtroom, a social philosophy that said 
that society, not the criminal, was to blame 
for crime. And this leniency in the court- 
room itself was the result of another liberal 
phenomenon: judicial activism; judges who 
thought it was their right to make the law, 
not just interpret it; judges who fashioned 
new rules that were a catastrophe for law- 
abiding citizens, new rules that made it 
harder to convict even the most hardened 
and obviously guilty criminals. 

I’ve just recently heard of a case that took 
place that illustrates this type of thing. A 
man convicted for a heinous crime of vio- 
lence and then released out in the streets 
because he was not brought before the 
commissioner within 24 hours of arrest. No, 
he was brought before him in 24 hours and 
12 minutes. So he’s out on the street. 

The reason crime has declined is obvious 
to you and me. As I suggested back in 1981, 
the American people were fed up. They 
were tired of judicial systems that were 
tough on law enforcement officials, but let 
criminals off easy. They insisted that certain 
important truths be reasserted, certain— 
well, that there’s a right and wrong; that 
individuals are responsible for their actions; 
and that society has a right to protect itself 
and the potential victims of crime from 
those who prey on the innocent. 

And now, thanks to the American people, 
and especially to those of you at the State 
and local level here in this room, we have 
managed to reject that ugly past. We’re 
-making America safe and secure again for 
our children. But much remains to be done. 
The task before us in the criminal justice 
area is the same as the task before us eco- 
nomically and internationally. We have 
dealt with the crisis, but we must now insti- 
tutionalize the progress that we’ve made. 
We must make our recent gains permanent. 

Let me speak then to the Criminal Justice 
Reform Act of 1987 and the three reforms 
that I am announcing today, these reforms 
that we were forced to remove from our 
earlier crime package but which we will 
pursue now with renewed vigor. 

The United States is the only nation in 
the world with such an expansive exclusion- 
ary rule. A rule that rests on the proposition 
that a law enforcement error, no matter 
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how technical, can be used to justify throw- 
ing an entire case out of court, no matter 
how guilty the defendant or how heinous 
the crime. The plain consequence of treat- 
ing the wrongs equally is a grievous miscar- 
riage of justice. The criminal goes free, the 
officer is uncorrected, and the only ones 
who really suffer are the people in the com- 
munity. Just to show how absurd this can 
become, let me tell you about another case, 
one that I have mentioned before on simi- 
lar occasions. This was—happened when I 
was Governor in California. 

Two drug enforcement officers in Califor- 
nia got a warrant on the basis of evidence 
that indicated that a married couple in a 
certain home were in the business of selling 
heroin. Well, they served their warrant, 
they went in, they could not find the heroin. 
And as they were leaving the house, one of 
them turned back. There was a baby in the 
crib and he took the baby’s diaper off. And 
there was the heroin. Case thrown out of 
court because the baby hadn’t given its per- 
mission to be searched. 

Now, the first reform I want to talk about 
today concerns that exclusionary rule. As 
you know, the Supreme Court recently rec- 
ognized that it makes no sense to apply the 
exclusionary rule when a police officer be- 
lieves in reasonably good faith that he is 
acting under a valid warrant, even if the 
warrant is defective for seme reason. My 
proposal would codify the existing reasona- 
ble good faith exception and expand it to 
warrantless searches and seizures. It would 
also limit use of statutes to exclude evi- 
dence. Those are reasonable and responsi- 
ble changes, and I urge the Congress to act 
quickly. It’ll make a difference to those of 
you on the front line. 

Now secondly, you all know better than 
anyone that judicial activists have expanded 
the Federal habeas corpus doctrine to such 
an extent that it interferes with our primary 
defense against crime: the State criminal 
justice systems. Originally meant to safe- 
guard our liberties by preventing the gov- 
ernment from holding a person in custody 
without pressing criminal charges, the 
habeas corpus doctrine is now misused by 
Federal courts to second guess valid State 
criminal convictions. My proposal would 
reform this doctrine and prevent it from 
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being used as another tool to let guilty 
criminals off the hook. 

And finally, I think you all know how 
strongly the American people feel about 
restoration of the death penalty. Currently, 
there are no adequate Federal procedures 
on the death penalty, and so it cannot be 
used in cases where Federal statutes pro- 
vide for capital punishment. My proposal 
would establish such adequate procedures 
so that the death penalty provisions already 
on the books can be utilized in such cases as 
espionage, treason, and aggravated murder. 

Now as I said, all of these reforms were 
included in our original crime bill. But, we 
were forced to remove them to get any 
action at all out of a Congress that locked 
our crime bill up in committee. While each 
of these reforms have been passed individ- 
ually by the Senate in recent years, the 
House Judiciary Committee has refused at 
every turn to present them to the floor of 
the House for a vote. And that’s why I urge 
a full and open debate in the Congress on 
these critical reforms. I urge members on 
both sides of these questions to come for- 
ward, as they’re doing now on my nomina- 
tion of Judge Bork, to identify their posi- 
tions and inform the American people on 
the kind of representation they’re receiving 
on the crime issue. 

This issue concerns these reforms as it 
concerns the Bork nomination. Because 
what we really see here is two conflicting 
visions of America. Those who oppose my 
nomination of Judge Bork want activist 
judges who'll promote their policy objec- 
tive, or agenda—a policy agenda whose 
major objectives would not win approval in 
the democratic process of a majority vote, a 
policy agenda that includes leniency in the 
courtroom and the fashioning of new rules 
to protect criminals. 

On the other hand, we have the people 
who are fed up with crime, who support 
judicial restraint, who understand society’s 
right to protect itself from the criminal ele- 
ment—people especially like yourselves and 
the hundreds of thousands from other law 
enforcement groups who have supported 
Judge Bork for the Supreme Court. 

Today I challenge all those who would 
oppose these important reforms and all 
those who oppose the nomination of Judge 
Bork to reflect carefully and well on what 


the American people want. I remind them 
again: The American people do not want 
judges picked for special interests. They do 
not want to return to leniency in the court- 
room and unsafe streets. They want judges 
and laws that reflect common sense atti- 
tudes about crime. The simple truth is: 
crime is far too common. Lenient laws and 
lenient judges have been greatly to blame 
for it. It’s time to reinstate the death penal- 
ty, reform the exclusionary rule and modify 
habeas corpus. And it’s time to put on the 
bench men like Judge Robert Bork. 


If you think that I am a little steamed up 
about this, I am. I remember in my 8 years 
in California as Governor and the inability 
to get some crime reforms. And then in one 
of the every-two-year elections there was a 
certain change in the balance of the Legis- 
lature, and in a matter of months, 41 anti- 
crime bills were passed out of committee 
and passed. None of them were new. All 41 
had been buried in the same committee of 
the Legislature and were brought out when 
there was just a slight change in the balance 
of that Legislature. 


Well now, I think I’d better quit talking 
and get to writing and sign the transmittal 
messages. 


Note: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in 


Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


Criminal Justice Reform Act of 1987 





Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Legislative Proposal. October 16, 1987 





To the Congress of the United States: 


I am transmitting to the Congress today a 
legislative proposal entitled the “Criminal 
Justice Reform Act of 1987.” 

As you know, I have always believed that 
government's most fundamental responsibil- 
ity is the protection of the security of its 
people. In the area of law enforcement, this 
critical priority has been reflected in the 
unprecedented commitment of resources 
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under my Administration to combatting the 
scourge of drug trafficking and drug abuse, 
in our recent major advances and ongoing 
effort against organized crime, and in im- 
portant initiatives against white collar 
crime. 

Effective enforcement, however, depends 
on the legislative will to provide the tools 
needed to do the job. If the Congress had 
not enacted the RICO provisions of the Or- 
ganized Crime Control Act in 1970 and the 
court-ordered wiretap and electronic sur- 
veillance provisions of the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act in 1968, we 
would lack essential tools in the war against 
organized crime. If the Congress had not 
enacted the bail reform, forfeiture reform, 
and drug enforcement provisions of the 
Comprehensive Crime Control Act in 1984, 
law enforcement would be denied basic 
tools in our fight against drug trafficking. 

The legislative proposal that I am trans- 
mitting today encompasses three meas- 
ures—relating to the exclusionary rule, 
habeas corpus, and capital punishment— 
which are also of critical importance to the 
suppression of crime and the improved op- 
eration of the criminal justice system. These 
proposals are summarized in some detail in 
the materials accompanying this message. I 
do, however, wish to highlight the principal 
reforms proposed in this legislation: 

Exclusionary Rule. Under the provisions 
of the bill, reliable evidence of guilt would 
no longer be thrown out and criminals set 
free because of innocent errors by law en- 
forcement officers in carrying out searches 
and seizures. Evidence would be admissible 
if an officer acted in an objectively reasona- 
ble belief that his conduct was consistent 
with the law. 

Habeas Corpus. As a result of judicial ex- 
pansions of the habeas corpus remedy, State 
prisoners are now free to re-litigate their 
convictions and sentences endlessly in the 
lower Federal courts. The bill would curb 
the abuse of habeas corpus by imposing rea- 
sonable limits on its scope and availability. 

Capital Punishment. It is scandalous and 
intolerable that Federal law now provides 
no enforceable death penalty for terrorists 
who slaughter defenseless American hos- 
tages, for drug traffickers who engage in 
cold-blooded murder of our law enforce- 
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ment officers, for prisoners already serving 
life terms who murder guards or other in- 
mates, or for traitors who jeopardize the 
security of millions by betraying our most 
sensitive military secrets to the Nation’s en- 
emies. The bill would correct these omis- 
sions and others by establishing an enforce- 
able capital sanction for aggravated crimes 
of murder, espionage, and treason. 


The need for reforms in these areas is 
familiar to all members of Congress. Sub- 
stantially similar titles relating to the exclu- 
sionary rule, habeas corpus, and capital 
punishment were included in my initial 
proposal of the Comprehensive Crime Con- 
trol Act in 1983. At the time of the passage 
of the Comprehensive Crime Control Act in 
1984, all these proposals were passed as sep- 
arate bills by large majority votes in the 
Senate. Similar proposals have been passed 
or introduced with broad support in the 
House of Representatives. 


There is little question in my mind that 
these measures would again be approved 
without difficulty if the membership of both 
houses of Congress were permitted to vote 
on them. Yet despite the passage of years, 
exhaustive hearings and study at the com- 
mittee level, extensive floor consideration 
and debate, and vigorous efforts by numer- 
ous members of Congress in promoting 
these important reforms, they have not yet 
been enacted. This inaction is almost entire- 
ly attributable to determined delay and ob- 
struction by those few who oppose the pub- 
lic’s justified demand for effective action 
against crime and seek to deny the full 
membership of the Congress an opportunity 
to voice its will concerning these proposals. 


We should not and cannot tolerate fur- 
ther delay on these important issues affect- 
ing the fundamental right of all Americans 
to justice in the courts and protection 
against crime. I accordingly urge prompt 
consideration and enactment of these legis- 


lative proposals. 
Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
October 16, 1987. 
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Veterans Administration Home Loan 
Guaranty Program 





Statement on Signing S. 1691 Into Law. 
October 16, 1987 





I have today reluctantly signed S. 1691, a 
bill containing amendments to the Veterans 
Administration (VA) home loan guaranty 
law. 

This legislation was originally intended to 
extend for a limited period—45 days as fi- 
nally passed by the Congress—two provi- 
sions relating to the home loan program 
that expired on September 30, 1987. These 
provisions require payment of a fee by non- 
service-disabled veterans who obtain VA 
housing loans, and contain the criteria for 
determining when the VA may acquire the 
property which secured a guaranteed loan 
that has gone into default. 

The VA home loan program has been, 
and continues to be, of great importance to 
present and former members of the Na- 
tion’s Armed Forces but the costs of operat- 
ing the program and paying claims on bad 
loans are substantial. Thus, the Congress, 
with the administration’s support, in 1982 
imposed a modest, one-time fee on veterans 
using this unique benefit. Certain veterans 
and surviving spouses, such as those receiv- 
ing compensation for service-connected dis- 
abilities, are exempt from paying this fee. 

The 1 percent fee, which has now ex- 
pired, should be extended. This fee will not 
ensure the solvency of the VA home loan 
program but will provide almost $225 mil- 
lion in fiscal year 1988. 

A section was added to S. 1691, however, 
that I strongly oppose. It would have the 
effect of generally requiring the VA to sell 
its vendee loans (i.e., loans made to purchas- 
ers of VA-acquired foreclosed properties) 
with recourse. Under this type of sale, the 
Government agrees to buy back the note 
from the holder if the borrower defaults. 
This is bad credit policy. 

This administration has launched a pro- 
gram to improve Federal credit programs 
by selling loan assets to the public without 
recourse. Loans sold with recourse run 
counter to both credit reform and efficient 
debt management. The Federal guarantee 
behind such loans makes them the credit 


risk equivalent of Treasury securities and 
makes it difficult to obtain an accurate 
measurement of the subsidy inherent in 
Federal credit, since adding guarantees ef- 
fectively disguises the original subsidy. 

Moreover, an effective prohibition of VA 
loan sales without recourse would have a 
detrimental impact, by approximately $1 
billion, on attempts to achieve the deficit 
reduction target set in the recently revised 
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings (G—R-H) law, 
thus requiring additional cuts of that 
amount in other programs to avoid the 
automatic sequester. 

Realizing the merits of the administra- 
tion’s objections to the provision requiring 
VA to sell its loans with recourse, the chair- 
man and the ranking minority member of 
the Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
have pledged to work “to repeal or substan- 
tially modify” this provision. They have also 
indicated that they intend to move VA 
home loan guaranty legislation forward in 
the near future. 

The administration will work with these 
and other Members of Congress to repeal 
the unwise recourse loan amendment in S. 
1691 and to extend the loan fee and 
streamline the home loan program. If such 
home loan guaranty legislation were to be 
enacted promptly—for example, before the 
November 15, 1987, expiration date of the 
two expired provisions extended in S. 
1691—the problem related to the G-R-H 
reduction would not occur. 


With these understandings, I am signing 
S. 1691 into law. 


Note: As enacted, S. 1691 is Public Law 
100-136, approved October 16. 


Federal Highway Administration 





Statement by the Assistant to the President 
for Press Relations on the Resignation of 
Ray A. Barnhart as Administrator. 

October 16, 1987 





President Reagan today accepts with 
regret the resignation of R.A. Barnhart as 
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Administrator of the Federal Highway Ad- 
ministration. Ray Barnhart has served the 
administration for almost 7 years, guiding 
the multimillion dollar Federal Highway 
Program. The President commends Ray 
Barnhart for an outstanding job and for 
having the courage of his convictions in 
providing tireless leadership to America’s 
highway program. 


Binary Chemical Artillery Projectiles 





White House Announcement. 
October 16, 1987 





Today the President sent to Congress the 
certification required to begin final assem- 
bly of the 155mm binary chemical artillery 
projectiles. This is an important element of 
the long-needed modernization of the 
United States chemical weapon deterrent. 


The President was pleased to make this 
certification on a program so vital to our 
national security. We seek a global, effec- 
tively verifiable ban on chemical weapons. 
Until we achieve that goal, however, it is 
essential that we maintain a safe, modern 
chemical weapon stockpile to deter use of 
chemical weapons by potential adversaries. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





October 12 


The President returned to the White 
House from a weekend stay at Camp David, 
MD. 


October 13 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Howard H. Baker, 
Jr., Chief of Staff to the President; and 
Frank C. Carlucci, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; 

—William H. Webster, Director of Cen- 
tral Intelligence. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Reagan has invited President Chaim 
Herzog of Israel to make a state visit to the 
United States on November 10 and Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Israel for an in- 
formal meeting on November 20. These 
meetings reflect the continued close rela- 
tionship between the United States and 
Israel in seeking peace and stability in the 
Middle East. 


October 14 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; Howard H. Baker, 
Jr., Chief of Staff to the President; and 
Frank C. Carlucci, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs. 


October 15 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Howard H. Baker, Jr., Chief of Staff to 
the President, and Frank C. Carlucci, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—the Senate Steering Committee, to dis- 
cuss the nomination of Robert H. Bork, 
taxes, and Secretary of State Shultz’ 
meeting in Moscow with Foreign Minis- 
ter Shevardnadze; 

—Secretary of State George P. Shultz; 

—Secretary of the Treasury James A. 
Baker III and Beryl W. Sprinkel, Chair- 
man of the Council of Economic Advis- 
ers, for a briefing on the Nation’s econ- 
omy and the 1987 Federal budget defi- 
cit; 

—Earl L. Stock, the new commander of 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

The President sent to the Congress an 

amended fiscal year 1988 appropriations re- 





quest to provide a reduction of $2,094,000 
for the Department of the Treasury, Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. This re- 
duction is possible due to a reestimate of 
the cost of Federal contributions to the 
Federal Employee Retirement System. 


October 16 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Howard H. Baker, Jr., Chief of Staff to 
the President, and Frank C. Carlucci, 
Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; 

—Secretary of Defense Caspar W. Wein- 
berger. 

In the evening, the President accompa- 
nied Mrs. Reagan to the Bethesda Naval 
Hospital, where she underwent breast sur- 
gery the following day. The President re- 
turned to the White House later Friday 
evening. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted October 16 


Linus D. Wright, 
of Texas, to be Under Secretary of Educa- 
tion, vice Gary L. Bauer, resigned. 


Marianthi Lansdale, 

of California, to be a member of the Nation- 
al Advisory Council on Women’s Education- 
al Programs for a term expiring May 8, 
1990, vice Mary Jo Arndt, term expired. 


Dianne E. Ingels, 
of Colorado, to be a member of the Board 
of Directors of the National Institute of 
Building Sciences for a term expiring Sep- 
tember 7, 1988, vice Charles A. Doolittle, 
Jr., term expired. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of 
the Office of the Press Secretary which 
are not included in this issue. 





Released October 9} 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the U.S. Information 
Agency Voluntary International Council— 
by Charles Z. Wick, Director of the U.S. 
Information Agency, and Rupert Murdoch 
and Edward Bennett Williams, Cochairmen 
of the Council 


Released October 15 


Fact sheet: 
The Record-Breaking Peacetime Expansion: 
A Summary of Economic Accomplishments 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the Nation’s economy and 
the Federal budget deficit—by Secretary of 
the Treasury James A. Baker III and Beryl 
W. Sprinkel, Chairman of the Council of 
Economic Advisers 


Advance text: 
Remarks at the third annual Governors 
Club Dinner 


Released October 16 


Fact sheet: 
Criminal Justice Reform Act of 1987 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 14 


SJ. Res. 72 / Public Law 100-128 
To designate the week of October 11, 1987, 


1 This release was not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 14—Continued 


through October 17, 1987, as “National Job 
Skills Week” 


SJ. Res. 110 / Public Law 100-129 
To designate October 16, 1987, as “World 
Food Day” 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 15 


H.R. 242 / Public Law 100-130 

To provide for the conveyance of certain 
public lands in Oconto and Marinette Coun- 
ties, Wisconsin 


HJ. Res. 338 / Public Law 100-131 
Designating October 15, 1987, as “National 
Safety Belt Use Day” 
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